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DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVES COMMITTEE
OKALOOSA, SaNTA ROsA anD WaLToM COUNTIES
August 29, 2021

Dear Sir/ Madam:

The Defense Support Initiatives (DSI) Committee is a military installation advocacy group sponsored
by the Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County; DBA One Okaloosa EDC. It is
comprised of 25 select retired military personnel, defense confractors and representatives of the
seven Military Affairs Committees from Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties surrounding the
Eglin Complex. The mission of the DSl is to support and promote the local military installations,
missions and their positive economic contributions to the tri-county area.

As identified in the 2020 Florida Defense Factbook, northwest Florida installations contribute an
annual economic impact exceeding $22 Billion and generate over 209,000 jobs. Okaloosa County
in Northwest Florida houses the largest Air Force installation in the Department of Defense; Eglin Air
Force Base. Team Eglin contributes $10B annually to the local economy and provides nearly 79,000
jobs. The 96th Test Wing, Eglin's host wing, is the test and evaluation center for Air Force air-
delivered weapons, navigation and guidance systems, Command and Control systems, and AF
Special Operations Command Systems. Team Eglin supports multi-service combat ready forces
while delivering full spectrum support to DoD.

The 96th Test Wing manages the Eastern Gull Test and Training Range (EGTTR,; aka Eglin Guif
Test & Training Range, Joint Guif Range). The EGTTR connects test & training ranges and
capabilities across the eastern Gulf of Mexico extending from NW Florida to Key West. This multi-
service training area supports simultanecus maritime, air and land training exercises. The EGTTR
provides unique capabilities to test, train with, and evaluate high-altitude supersonic air combat
training, air-to-air missile testing, drone targeting, hypersonic weapons testing, space
launches/landings, and other activities. A 2012 Air Force Long Range Stand-Off Weapons study
identified the EGTTR as the only U.S. continental range capable of supporting future technologically
advanced weapons testing.

Due to its tremendous capabilities, the EGTTR complex is an integral part of DoD's Training
Resources Strategy, is vital for testing the next generation of air armaments, and for training in
conditions consistent with those expected in actual conflict. It is utilized by multiple users, including
DoD, other government agencies, foreign partner countries, and privatle companies. Due to
technological advancements, missions are being pushed farther from land into the Federal waters
of the EGTTR as a result of increased utilization, faster and longer reaching telemetry, and larger
safety footprint requirements. The 2021 RAND Institute analysis identified the EGTTR as a priority.

As aresult of Team Eglin's collective mission and the EGTTR, Okaloosa County installations provide
half of the total Northwest Florida region's military impact. Team Eglin's direct defense spending
exceeds $3.7 Billion, and provides the highest contribution in the Northwest Florida region towering
at 61%—concurrent to the Northwest Florida region providing the state’s highest overall regional
defense impact at 23%.

Eight of the Top 10 national defense contractors have a presence in Okaloosa County supporting
the highest defense personnel location in the state in 2019, and the highest personnel spending
location at $1.9 Billion annually.’

&fo One Ckaloosa EDC
Post Office Box 4097, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549, B50-362-6467



DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVES COMMITTER
OKALDOsA, SANTA ROSA AND WaLTON COUMTIES

Cefense contracting awards in the Morlhwest Florida region

have grown by 28% since 2015 with a monekary value increase | 2020 Defense Contracts

of 83% during the same time period. Okaloosa's contracting Escambia $ 357,382,333
value exceeded 51,428 Billion in 2020—more than double that Banta Rosa § 85865657
of the other countiss combined ang at 75% far the region.? Okaloosa S 428727 577

Additionally, with nearly 7,000 contract awards Okaloosa

7
County suppaorts 50% of all defense contract awards in the Walton 5 3789420
region. As stated earlier, the Northwsst Florida region provides Holmes 5 7015443
Bay $ 2177824

the largest economic impact contributions to the state’s total

military economy, and also offers the highest concentration of
defense contracting jobs of afl eight state regions.

The EGTTR, the largest test and training range in the continental United States, is identified by
Bapardment of Defense Direclive as a nations! assef that cannot be replicated anywhere inthe U.S.*
Federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico by restricting oil and natural gas drilling
and exploration since 1983 with a buffer zone; now defined by the Military Mission Line established
in 2006. This mandatad narth-south Military Mission Line protects the EGTTR from encraachment
of activities incompatible with military missions. Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory
activities, and wind turbine infrastruciure east of the MML would be incompatible with military
activities, negatively impact our military's readiness and compromise our nation’s military superiority.

As weapon systems and aircraft become mare sophisticated and long-reaching, test and training
ranges take on even greater imperance in military capahbilities and national security. The EGTTR is
a unique resource offering tremendous capabiliies for joint test and training exercises. Duetoits
axpansive size allowing for simultaneous maritime, air and land fraining exercises, lhe EGTTR s an
integral pan of DoD's Training Resource Strategy.

Eliminatian of the MML would decrease the military capability/capacity in the EGTTR. This regional
position paper {consisting of 29 civic, private sector and public sector resolutions and proclamations)
supports the United States military and defense strategy by extending the Military Mission Line
maratorium and opposing any aclivities east of the MML that are deemed incompatible to the military
mission. Congressional Mambers are respectiully requested to permanently extend protection of
the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending or
replacing the cument Public Law 109-43¢, entitled the Gulf of Mexico Enargy Security Act of 2008,
extending the moratorium protection. Thank you for your consideration and continued service.

~Reaspectully Submitted,

Lot o Atpe {/[ﬁmm

Roberl Marinan, Lt Col Ret Kay Rasmussen, CEcD
LS| Chairman DSl Manager
Attachments

! Office of Local Cefense Conewnily Coeoperzlion — Defense Soonding by Srate 2019

: USsperding.gov

I Deparimen of Delenss Diactive Murizer 3¢00,11; OHice of the Secielary of Dofense, Prasenving Military Raatiness in the Easlern
GUlf of Mexicn, May 20148

cifo One Okaloosa EDC
Fast Olfice Box 4097, Fort Wallan Beach, FL 32549, 850-362-6467
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U.S. Military Ranges

Joint Gulf Range (aka, EGTTR)
White Sands Missile Range
Utah Test & Training Range
Edwards Flight Test Range
NAWS China Lake

Nevada Test & Training Range
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Joint Guif Range Complex®

Gulf of Mexico
BOEM Active Leases and Eglin Gulf Test & Training Range
May 2020
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‘EGTTR Boundary
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Exhibits

EGTTR MML Support

Public Sector

1.
2
3
4.
5
6

7.

IFlorida Scnate Resolution SR550

Escambia County Board of County Comimissioncrs
Okaloosa County Board of County Cominissioners
Santa Rosa County Board of County Commiszioners
Town of Cinco Bayou

City of Tort Walton Beach

City of Penzacola

Privaie Sector

8.
g,

10,
I.
12.
13.
14.

-

3,
24,
25.
26,
2T
24,
29,

15.
16,
17.
18.
19,
20.
21
22,

Building [ndusiry Association Okaloosa-Waiton
Crestview Chamber of Commerce
Destin Chamber of Commerce
Drefense Support Initiatives Commitles
Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County
Eelin Federal Credit Union
Emerald Coast Association of Realtors
Emerald Coast Military Affairs Coungil
FERA Amcrican ILeal Estate
Florida’s Great Northwest
Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Conmmmerce
Key West Chamber ot Commerce
Navarre Arca Chamber of Commerce
Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce
Mavarre Beach Arvea Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Couneil
Niceville-Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce
Niceville-Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs Council
Santa Rosa County Chamber of Commerce
Santa [Losa County Military Affairs Committee
Technology Coast Manutacturing and Lngineoring Network
Walton Arca Chamber of Commerce
Walton County Economic Development Alliance
i




Florida Senata - 2018 {NP) SR 550

By Senator Broxson

1-00784-18 20,8550
Senate Hesolution

A resolction supporting an extension of the zurrent

roratorium on driliing in the Gulf of Mexico east of

the Military Mission Linc.

WHEREAD, the Florida Legizlature represents Lhe military

E B s S A T s L T

bases and perscohnel that maintsin, manage, and use the Sulf of

(o}

Mexico Range Complex (GOMEX Ranges Complex) which crovides far

9 ~he common defense of this state and Lhe nallon, andg

10 WHEREAS, detense 135 the 3S3tate of Florida’s fourth largest
11 industry, accounting for more than 773,000 jobks, 580 billion in
12| econemic impack, and &% percent ol the regional economy of

i3 MNortbhwest Florida, and

4 WHEREAS, testing and training aclbivilles conducted from

15 Florida’s auir and sea hases are consideranly dependent on

18| unconstrained access to ihe Eastern Gulf of Mexice ailrspace and
17| seaspzce, and

14 WHEREAS, thoe GCMEX Range Comrplex 1s a2 unigue naticonzl

19 resource, and

20 WHERLAS, the range is larger than all otacr Training ranges
21 insilde the continental United States combined, stretching fromw
22 the Florida Panhandie sonth to Key West and encompassing the

23 Fastern Gulf of Mexlico, and

24y WHERLEAS, surrounding the GOMEX Range Corplcxd arc numersas
251 United States Department of Defense installatiosns, rances, and
26 dirspaces, which make the complex arigque, and

27 WHEREAS, criginally a place to practice alr—to-air

20| engagements and air-lo-surface borbing and straving, the GOMEX

29| Range Complex has served the nation for over &0 years, and

FPage 2 of 4
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Florida Senate - 2418 {HP) SR 550

1-00784-16 2018550

WHEAREAL, after World War 1D, the SOMEX Range Complex was
used Lo Lest surface-to-alr rockets against drones and, with the
advent of fifth-generaticn zircraft st Tyndall and Dglin Air
Force Bases, has beon used extensively (o test Tuture weapons
systems, and

WHERTAS, the military missions reguire day and night access
to the alrspace, Irom the surface up to &0,000 feet, for hilign-
speaed flying and maneuvering, as wel: as day and night access Lo
the seaspace, [zom Lhe sca suriace Lo the subsarface areas, for
use by ships ano sunmarines, anc

WHEREAS, the military usces live ammunition and missiles
against remotely piicted full-scale targets and drones,
resulting in large debris fields of dangeroos chijects, and

WHEREAS, for well over a decade and through Twao
presidential administrations, the United States Uspartment of
Jefense policy has been to keeo the Eastern Sull of Moxico ftreo
from ohatructiorn, and

WIIEREAS, oil explecration and offshere platforms piaced in .
Lne Easzern Gulf of Mexlico could jecpardize military missicns
and severely reddiee Lthe stale’s appeal 10 keening military
inztallalions, and

WHIREAS, without aceess to airspace 1n order Lo teslt wodorn
and emerging weapons systocms and Lrain Lhe aircrews that suppert
such systems, Florids would losce ils priwary reascor for hosting
the GCMEX Range Complex, and

WERRERY, the Gulf of Mexico Lnergy Security Act (GIMESRE) of
2008 vestricts oil ond gas leasing in all agcas east of thoe
Military Mission Linc ecstablished at 86°417 #. longitude and

bBans oll ard gas lezsing within 125 miles of the Florida

Tage 2 of 4
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Florida Ssnate - 201% (HP) 5B 5BO

- 1-C0784-18 2038550
59% coastline in the Fastern Pluanning Arca and in a portion of the
6&5 Central Planning Arca until 2022, and
£l WHEREAS, attempts to reduce restricticns on oll and gas
62| expleration and vroduction arose in 2013 and 2ul5, when the
63| members of The United States Senate and the United Siates Housc
64| ol Represen-atives cevelepsd and introduced bills to charnge
75| GOMESA without addressing the military need to maintain the
b GOMEX Tange Cowplex, and
gy WHFERRAS, in 2013, the Cfishorc Energy and Jobs Act was
£8| 1introduced by United States Representative Doco Hasllings ol
82| Hasningron to propose changes in ¢il and gas drisling and
70| exploration locations, anda
T WIERERS, the Cffshore Snergy znd Jobs Act of 2015 was
72 introduced by United States Seanator Bill Cassidy of Louisiarna,
T3 to increase oil ard gas cxploraticor and productlion, mosl notadly
74| zhrough reducing the exclusion area east ol the Military Missicn
75 Line from 125 miles to 5O miles elfshore and Lhrough shortening
16| the time Zimit of the aoretorium from 2022 to 2017, but Lhe bill
77| ultimstoly did net advance past commities, atd GOMZSA remalned
78| intact for the time being, and
e WHEREAS, the United States Secretary of Defense, the Chief
80| of Staff of the United States Alr Force, and Zifteen menbers of
81| the United Stmates Congress from Tlorida have writzen letiers
2z requesting an extension to the moratorium, which is eszential
83| for developing and sustaining the military’s future capabililbies
84| and for guaranieecing long-term gapabilities [or future test
8h| missicns that wmay enable new techrnologies sech as hyoersonic

#6! fFifth-generation fighters, advanced subsurface weapons systems,

87| and eozher prejects Lhal reguire enlarged testing and training

Bage 3 of 4
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Florida Senata - Z201B {NP) SR 550

1-00784-18 2018530
88| footprints well beychnd 2022, and
80 WHEREAS, without the certai=ty of an extensionr to tha
25| moraterium, investment in upgrades in telemecry, Lracking, and
91| otrer important improvements arxe at risk, and
92 WHEZERAS, in March 2017, twenty local ocounty coimissions,
93 chanbers of commerce, local economic development counciis, and
94| military affairs coumittees drafted rescolutions in support of
95 the moratoriwem and submitted tiem bo the Florida Legislalbure,

85| MNCW, THERLEFINE,

28; Be [t Resolwved by the Senatc of the Starte of Fiorida;

10 Thkat the State of Florida mast maintain a united front in
101 supporting an cxienzion of the current moratorium on d-illing in
102 Lhe Gulfl of Mexico east of the Military Mission Line.

103 EE IT FJR7HER BESOLVED Lhat vto allow drilling east of the
104 Military Mission Line wouid mean lozs of range areas and

106 oposslible relozezion of aircraft and bases —o other unrestricted
10&| range areas.

107 SE IT FULRTHER RESQLVED that the Flovida Berate supporis an
108 indefinite extension of the restriction, specified In the Gulf
132| of Mexico Ernergy Security Act of 2006, 0i! and gas lcasing in
110 all areas east ol the Military Mission Line estanlisned at

111 B&8°427 W. lenglitude and indefinite extension of the Act’=s ban
112| il and gas leasing within 125 miles of the Ylorida ceastline in
113] the Tastern Planning Area and in a poriion of the Central

114 Plannirg Area.

Fage 4 of ¢
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Escambla County

Date: SIZID97 verified Er&%xw—

Clerk’e Original

4 Il-l I'f.l'.
ﬂ—%{n 9\] RESOLUTION NUMBER R2017- {22,

A RESOLUTION URGING THE LEGISLATURE OF THE
STATE OF FLORIDA TO STAND STRONG AND UNITED
AGAINST ANY ATTEMPT TO ALLOW OIL OR GAS
DRILLING ALONG FLORIDA'S COASTLINE; PROVIDING
FOR TRANSMITTAL; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, Florida's Legislative Delegation both in Congress and the Florida
Legislature has long stood united against proposals for 0il and gas drilling off the State’s

coasts; and

WHEREAS, across party lines, Florida's representatives have long racognized
that the protection of Florida’s fregile coastal ecology is vital to the state’s economy, as
well as its scology, and have understoad that, in Florida, the economy and the ecology
are indeed inseparable; and

WHEREAS, routine offshore drilling operations discharga thousands of pounds of
toxic chemicals into surrounding waters, smother bottom-dwelling organisms and sea
grasses with cutting and debris, and generate large amounts of air pollution; and

WHEREAS, scientists have alerted the public to the presently unpredictable
results of contaminating marine organisms and ecosystems in the Gulf of Mexico, which
arg a vital par of the food chain throughout the Southeastem United States and the

entire country; and

WHEREAS, the Deepwater-Horizon oif spill demonstrated the negative
possibility, regardiess of advances in safety and engineering, to jeopardize Florida's
muiti-billlon-dollar tourism industry, and

WHEREAS, the northem Gulf of Mexico provides the U.S. military with the
largest unimpeded test range in the country and a major reason for LS military
presence and commitment in nearly every county in Norlhwest Florida. Any drilling
intrusion could jeopardize that test range and our military missions in Northwest Florida.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COQUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ESCAMBIA COUNTY, FLORDA:

Secton1; That the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by
reference.

ction2: That tha Congress of the United States and the Legislature of the Slate of
Florida are urged to stand strong and united against any attempt to allow oil or gas
drilling along Florida’s coastlina.



Section 3:  That this Resoiution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the
Board of County Commissionears of Escambia County, Fiorida,

Section4: The Clerk shall forward a copy of this Resolution to U. S. Senators Bill
Nelson and Marco Rubio; U. S. Representative Matt Gaetz; State Senator Doug
Broxson; State Representatives Clay Ingram, Frank White, and Jayer Williamson

ADOPTED this 7_day of ﬂ%_,_"w 2017.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
ESCAMBIA CDUN Y, FLORIDA

D " Underhlrl Chawman

ATTEST: Pam Childers Date Executed
Clerk of the Circuit Court Sl F 2o 1
Lk Approvod ag and logal
WTY i)
e"’{,@ﬁ r\Deput%Jerk R
fray) ‘. Byl
i : Date:




RESOLUTION 20- 61

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA
SUPPORTING SENATE BILL 13 AS PRESENTED DURING THE
FIRST SESSION OF THE 116" CONGRESS.

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico plays a vital role in the United States’ national defense,
hosting several military operating areas collectively known as the Gulf of Mexico Range Complex
thal provide the space needed to safely and effectively test and evaluate weapons systems and
undertake the training missions necessary to ensure that the United States’ armed forces remain
the best equipped and most well-trained in the world; and

WHEREAS, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness
in the Eastern (ndf of Mexico) states “The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico} is an irreplaceable
national asset. No other arca offers the DoD {(Department of Defense) a comparable combination
of air space, water space, and existing infrastructure o support military activities,” and

WHEREAS, the encroachment of oil production and related activities into, or proximate
to, the Gulf Range conflicts with the training and other missions currently performed from military
installations such as Eglin Air Force Base, Hurlburt Field, Tyndall Air Force Base, and other
facilities, thereby degrading their usefulness to national defense and compromising their Jong term
viability which could lead to loss of missions and other impacts that will have a significant negative
effect on national defense as well as the local and regional economies; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the significance of the Gulf Test Range, Senator Marco Rubio
has introduced an Act co-sponsored by Senator Rick Scott, Senate Bill |3, the Florida Shores
Protection and Fairness Act, that would, among other things, extend the current moratoriumm on oil
and gas leasing in certain areas of the Gulf of Mexico presently set to expire on June 30, 2022 until

June 30, 2027; and

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners find that it is in the best interests of the
United States’ national defense, as well as the regional and local economies, the tourism industry,
and environmental quality that Senate Bill 13 be passed into law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE TT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of
Okaloosa County, Florida that:

L. The Board strongly supports the passage of Senate Bill |3 as introduced in the | 6%
Session of Congress for the ongoing protection of the State of Florida and military operating areas

within the Gulf of Mexico.

2. The Board opposes the opening of additional areas of the Gulf of Mexico,
particularly the Eastem Gulf of Mexico Program Area and areas within the Gulf Testing Range,
to ol exploration, production, and related activittes that would threaten the economy and




environment of Floride, or that would in any way Jegrade the usefuiness of the Gulf of Mexico
Ranpe compiex to the armed forces of the United States of America.

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED TITIS 28th DAY OF APRIL, 2020,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONFERS
OKALCO5A COUNTY, FLORIDA,

Oy

ed A Prey” G 4win I L haicman

[t

ATTEST:

AFPROVED AS TO FORM:

County Atm rney



RESOLUTION NO: 2015 - _sp

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA OPFOSING THE OPENING OF AREAS
WITHIN THE GULF OF MEXICO EAST OF THE MILITARY MISSION
LINE TO OIL EXPLORATION AND BRELATED ACTIVITIES THAT
WOULD THREATEN THE ECOLOGY AND ECONOMY OF SANTA ROSA
COUNTY AND THE GULF REGION, AND THAT WOULD NEGATIVELY
IMPACT THE UTILITY OF THE MILITARY'S GULF OF MEXICO RANGE
COMPLEX AND THEREBY THREATEN THE VIABILITY OF TiIE
MISSIONS FOR NAS WHITING FIELD, NAS PENSACOLA, EGLIN AFB,
HURLBURT FIELD, TYNDALL AFE AND OTHER MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS IN THE GULF REGION.

WHEREAS, the military presence has been and continues to be the foundation of much
of Morthwest Flonda's and Santa Rosa County's economy contributing $18.8 billion annually,
and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico plays a vital role in the national defense of the United
States, hosting several Military Operating Areas (MOAs) collectively known as the Gulf of
Mexico Range Complex that provides the space needed to safely and effectively test and evaluate
weapons systems and underiake the training missions necessary to cnsure that America's Armed
Forces remain the best equipped and most well {mined in the world; and

WHEREAS, the encroachment of o1l production and related activitics mbo, or proximate
to, the Gulf Range conflicts with the traming and other missions currently performed from
military installations such as NAS Whiting Field, NAS Pensacola, Eglin AFB, Hurlburt Field,
Tyndall AFB and other facilities thereby degrading their uscfulnesy to national defense and
compromiging their long term viability and posing potential degradation to mission effectiveness
as well as negative impacts to the local and regional economy, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Energy and Sccurity Act of 2006 establishes protective
zones within the Gulf of Mexico within which oil exploration and related aclivities are prohibited
i order to protect the natural environment and military missions crucial 1o Santa Rosa County,
the region and communities along the Gulf Coast; and

WHERIEAS, the proposed Offshore Production aud Energizing National Security At of
2015 reduces the protected arcas within the Gulf of Mexico established by the 2006 Act, therchy
threatening the viability of military activities and missions within the Gulf

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMISSIONERS OF SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA STRONGLY OPPOSES THE
REDUCTION OF THE PROTECTIONS FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA AND
MILITARY OPERATING AREAS AFFORDED UNDER THE GULF OF MEXICO
ENERGY SECURITY ACT OF 2006 AS PROPOSED BY THE OFFSHORE
PRODUCTION AND ENERGIZING ACT OF 2015 AND FURTHER OPPOSES THE
OFENING OF ADDITIONAL AREAS OF THE GULF OF MEXICO EAST OF THE
MILITARY MISSTON LINE TO OIL EXPLORATION, PRODUCTION, AND RELATED
ACTIVITIES THAT WOULD THREATEN THE ECONOMY AND ENVIRONMENT OF
FLORIDA, OR THAT WOULD IN ANY WAY DEGRADE THE USEFULNESS OF AND
ACCESS TO THE GULF OF MEXICO RANGE COMPLEX BY THE ARMED FORCES
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Santa Rosa County Board of County
Commissioners on a vote of 2 yeas, £ nays, and ¢2 absent, in regular session, this 24th
day of September 2015,

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA

wwwww

By
Mon Salter, Chairman
.&_TTEST:
>

Donald C. Spencer, Clerk of Co



SAM PARKET, Ristelel 1

6\ SANTA ROSA COUNTY W. D, DO’ SACTER, Dtrer
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS R VAEIYRCTARD, Disrcts

pdrminkstratbve Offices | G425 Carallng Streed, Sutte M 1 Milton, Florlda 32570-4502  DAN SCHECIER, County Adml il
_ RO W, ANCREWSE, Cownty Atter

MALRK MURFLAY, AssE Caynty A

March 16,2020

Senator Lisa Murkowsli

Chalr, Senate Lnergy & Maturat Resources
527 Hart Senate Offlce fuilding
Washington, DC 20510

Crear Senator Murkowsk(

As A cillzen of Santa Rosa County, Florida, 1 strongly urge that vou protect the Castern Gulf Test & Traknbing
Renge (EGTTR) from oll & gas exploration and drilling. This area is a mijitary range essential to our
military's readiness. The EGTTR connects test & tralaing capabltles from B Florida to key West and 13

haavily used by ail service branches,

ln & May 9, 2013 fetter, the Under Secretary of Defense stated “The eastern Guif of Mexico continues to
b a0 strateglc nalfonal asset eritical to the lethallty of our weapons systems and the readiness of our
Service membors; hence It is a vital component to harnessing {he power of advanced technologies
required Lo support our Mational Defense Strategy”. Addltionaliy, a May 2018 Pentagon Congrassional
report (Preserving Mllltary Readliness in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico) states, "The eastern Gulf of Mexlco
is an Irreplaceable national asset, No other area offers DOD a comparable combination of alr space, water
space and existing infrastructure to support milltary activities”.

while drilling atvocates have cited a potential econamie banefit by opening the eastern Gulf Including
56,000 new Jobs and 52.56 killior In annual revenue, tho rosultant toss would be many times greatar. The
danuary 2020 Ilorida Defense Factbook credits Eglin AR in NW Forida as providing an econemic impact
annually of 39 billion and 78,000 jobs. The current econemic benafit t our area would be at rlsk, not to
mentlon the risk to our natlenal securlty, If ail drilling was allowed In the milltany test and trainfng range,

Qil drllling structures and associated exploratory activitles have been |dentified as belng Incompatlble
with military activities. | respectfully request your strong suppert [n cantinging to protect this natkonal
asset,

Sincarely,

Qe S LED

Bon Salter, Chairman -
Sunta Kasz County Board of Commissioners
Santa Rasa County Military Advisory Cammiltine

e Senator Jack Reed
Senator Doug lones
Senator lames Inhofe
Senator Marca Rubic
Senator Rick Scotl




RESOLUTION NO. 2017 - 09

A RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN QF CINCO BAYOL'S OPPOSITION TO
OFFSHORE DRILLING ACTIWITIES, INCLUDING SEISMIC AIRGUN BLASTING

WHEREAS, the United 5tates povernment has expressed interest in opening the Atlantic Ocean and
Eastern Guif of Mexlco to offshare oil and gas development and exploration, including risky methads
such as selsmicairgun blasting; and,

WHEREAS, seismic airguns fire intense biasts of compressed air, one of the loudest manmade sounds in
the ooean, every 10-12 seconds for days, weeks, or months on end; and,

WHEREAS, seismic airgun noise has been shown to harm and injure dolphins, whales, andangered sea
surtes, fish, and other marine tife; and,

WHEREAS, exploratory and commercial drilling, extraction, and transportation of offshore oil and gas
resources pose a significant risk of oil spills and chronic leakage: and,

WHEREAS, eventuz| offshare drilling may require sipnificant anshore infrastructure, such as pipelines or
rafineries, which would harm the character of the coast; and,

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose threats to treasured vacation destinations on Florida's Coasts,
which are of intrinslc economic value for numerqus industries, provide essential nursery habitats for
recreational and commercially important fisheries, and act s natural buffers from storm surge and
halrricanes; and, \

WHEREAS, the TOWN OF CINCO BAYOL recognires thatl the tourism and fishing industries,
which depend on a healthy and vibrant coastal environment, both serve as major econcraic drivers
benelilng the current and future resigdents, property owners, and visitors to Florida; and,

WHEREAS, the _ TOWN OF CINCO BAYOU  endeavors to be & good steward of the state and region's
environment and its resources; and,

WHEREAS, exploration and development of cil and gas resources off the coast of Florida will not
effactively address the long-term energy needs of our country; and,

WHEREAS, the TOWYN OF CINCO BAYOU recomrmends that it would be more economically and
ecologically responsible to pursue non-poiluting sources of renewable energy such as solar and wind,
1hat pose less risk 1o the coastal environment and economic health befors using uncertain methods of
seismic airgun blasting for offshore oif and gas deposits.

WMOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 8Y THE _ TOWN OF CiINCO BAYOU THAT:
Offshiure oit and gas drilling and expltoration, including seismic airgun blasting, will put Florida’s
environment, beaches, marine resources and local economies at risk; therefore the Council expresses its
opposition 1o these activities and urges the federal government nod o pursue such practices off
Flarida's coast.

ADOFPTED TTIES DAY OCTOBER 12, 2017

PPROVLD —— . ,
APBEO 4&%&.‘5/ %’7/??5{ :

fayor

ATTEST:



RESOLUTION 2017-9

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT WALTON
BEACH, FLORIDA, EXPRESSING OFPOSITION TO OFFSIIORE DRILLING
ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SEISMIC AIRGUN BLASTING; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the United States government has expressed interest in opening the Atlantic
Qcean and Eastern Gulf of Mexico to offshore 0il and gas development and exploration,
including risky methods such as seismic atrgun blasting; and,

WHEREAS, seismic airguns fire intense blasts of compressed air, one of the loudest
manmade sounds in the ocean, every 10-12 seconds for days, weeks, or months on end; and,

WHEREAS, scismic airgun noise has been shown to harm and injure dolphins, whales,
cndangered sea turtles, fish, and other marineg life; and,

WHEREAS, cxploratory and commercial drilling, extraction, and transportation of
ofishore oil and gas resources pose a significant risk of o1l spiils and chronic leakage; and,

WHEREAS, cventual offshore drilling may require significant onshore infrastrocture,
such as pipelines or relineries, which would harm the character of the coast; and,

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose tiwreats to treasured vacation destinations on
Florida's Coasts, which are of imrinsic economic wvalue for numercus industnies, provide
essential nurscry habitats for recreational and ¢ommercially important [isheries, and act as
natural buffers from stormn surge and hurricanes, and,

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Walton Beach recognizes that the tourism and fishing
industries, which depend on a healthy and vibrant coastal environment, both serve as major
economic drivers benefiting the current and future residents, property owners, and visitors to
[lorida; and,

WHEREAS, the City of I'ort Walton Beach endeavors to be a good steward of the state
and region’s environment and its resources; and,

WHEREAS, exploration and development of oil and gas resources off the coast of
Florida will not effectively address the long-term enecrgy needs of our country; and,

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Walton Bezch recommends that it would be more
cconomically and ecologically responsible 1o pursue non-polluting sources of renewable energy
such as solar and wind, that pose less risk to the coastal environment and economic health before
using uncertain methods of seismic airgun blasting for ofTshore oil and gas deposits.

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Cily Council of the City of Fert Walten
Beach, Flonida, as follows:




RESOLUTION 2017-9

Section 1. Incorporation of Recitals.
The above recitals are true and correet and are incorporated herein.

Seetion 2. Opposition of City Coungil,

Offshore oil and gas drilling and exploration, including scismic airgun blasting, will put
Florida’s environment, beaches, marine resources and local economies at risk, therefore, (he City
Council expresses its opposition to these activities and urges the federal povernment not to
pursue such practices off Florida’s coast.

Section 3. Authorization,
The Mayor is hereby designated and authorized to execute any documents related to this
Resolution, and upon approval, a copy will be provided to the Florida Congressional Delegation.

Section 4. Effective Date.
‘This Resolution shall Lake effect immediately wpon approval by the City Council.

Adopted: ﬂm J’]} ff-'ofr? M—/ﬂ %“"—_—I

Richard A. RynearsonMiayor

Attest: Approved [or form, legal

_Ki]r{ ﬁ Bamnes, City Clerk

i
~Edpy

B R

u

"E'«': o
.-"“'li "

/"ir "_. "




b e e oL

RESQOLUTIGN
N, 17-23

A RESOLUTION
TO BE ENTITLED:

ABRESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY CF
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA, OPPOSING  OFFSHORE
DRILLING ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING SEISMIC AIRGUN
BLASTING

WHEREAS, the United States government has expressed interest in opening the Atlantic
Ocean and Lastern Gulf of Mexico to uffshore ol and gas development and exploration, including
risky methods such as scismic airgun blasting; and,

WHEREAS, seismic airguns fire intensc blasts of compressed air, one of the Joudest
manmade sounds in the ocean, every 10-12 seconds for days, weeks, or months on end: and,

WHEREAS, seismic airgun noise has been shown to harm and injure dolphins, whales,
endangered sea turtles, fish, and other marine life; and,

WHEREAS, exploratory and commercial drilling, extraction, and transporiation of
ollshore vil and gas resources posc a significant risk of oil spills and chronic leakage; and,

WHEREAS, cventual offshore drilling may require significant onshote infrastracture, such
a8 pipelines or refineries, which would harm the character of the coast; and,

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose threats to treasured vacation destinations on
Florida™s Coasts, which are of intrinsic economic value for numerous industries, provide essential
nutsery habitats for recreational and commercially imporiant isheries, and act as natural buffers
from storm surge and hurricanes; and,

WHERFAS, the Pensacola City Counci) recognizes that the tourism and fishing industries,
which depend on « healthy and vibrant coastal environment, both serve as major ceconomic drivers
beneliting the current and fisture residents, properly owners, and visitors te Florida; and,

WHEREAS, the Pensacola City Council endeavers to be a good steward of the staic and
region’s environment and its resources; and,

WHEREAS, cxploration and development of oil and pas resources ofT the coast of Florida
wilk not ellectively uddress the long-term energy neads of our country: and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLYED DY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
PEMBSACOLA, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. Oifshore oil and gas drilling and exploration, including seismic airgun
blasting, will pul Florida’s environinent, beaches, marine resources and local economies at risk;
therefore the Council expresses its opposition o these activities and urges the federal overnment
not v pursue such practices ofT Florida’s coast.

T ]



SECTION 2. This Resolution shall become eifective on the fifth business day afler
adoption, unless otherwisc provided pursuant to Section 4.03{d) of the City Charter of the City of
Pensacola,

Adopted: May 11, 2057

Approved:

Pregident of Chy Council

Atrest:

ek 2 Lt

ity Clerk
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THE BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
OF OKALOOSA & WALTON COUNTIES, INC.

April 22, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resources
522 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

The Building Industry Association of Okaloosa - Walton County, Florida wishes to
express our strong desire to protect the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range from drilling and
related activities. While energy independence is a worthy objective, drilling and exploratory
activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico threalens both our nation's security and, with more than
78.000 local jobs tied to the defense sector, our counly's ecanomy,

It is widely recognized thal the Gulf Range is a national lreasure, unable to be
replicated anywhere else in the continental United States. These sentiments were confirmed
when, in a May 09, 2018 |etter, the Under Secretary of Defense wrote:

“The eastern Guif of Mexico coniinues to be a sirategic national asset critical to the
lethality of our weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members; hence it is a vital
component to harnessing the power of the advanced technologies required fo supgort our
Nationa! Defense Sirategy.”

Simitarly, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness
in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico) states:

“The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico) is an irreplaceable national asset. No other
area offers the DoD (Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space, water
space, and existing infrastructure to support military activities.”

While drilling advocates have cited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling
activities in the eastern Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 bilion In annual revenue; the
resultant loss would be much greater. The January 2020 Flerida Defense Factbook sites Eglin
Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact of over $9 billion annually and over
78,000 jobs. Thal economic impact would be at risk, not to mention our national security, if
drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX military training range.

Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory aclivities east of the MML have been
identified as being incompatible with milltary activities, would negatively impact our military's
readiness and compromise our nation's military superiority. We respectfully request your
support in continuing to protect this American asset by passing Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores
Protection and Fairness Act.

= (B
y — 'y £ - =
== . ﬁ:l* » N

Jeremy Stewart Alan Baggett

President Executive Vice President

CC:

Senator Jack Reed, Senator Doug Jones, Senator James Inhofe
Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Scotlt

1980 Lews Turner Boulevard = Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547 - (850) 863-5107 - Fax (850) 864-2037
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BIA

THE BUILDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
OF OKALOOSA & WALTON COUNTIES, INC.

A resolution of the Building Industry Association of Okaloosa — Walton Counties, Inc.
(BIA) pledging protection of the eastern Joint Gulf Range Complex, and sustainment
of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the BlA is the organization representing the construction industry in Okaloosa
and Walton Counties.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Florida Defense Handbook reported the annual economic impact of
the military presence in Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties exceeded
$10,007,000,000; accounting for more than 85,000 jobs in the three counties.

WHEREAS, Eglin's Joint Gulf Range Complex in the eastern Guif of Mexico is regarded as a
national security asset for multi-service test and training missions. Since 1983 federal
policies have protected the Eastern Guif of Mexico by providing a buffer zone, now defined
by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting il and natural gas drilling and
exploration.. This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-41") protects the military Joint Gulf
Range Complex allowing for real-time testing and training preparing to defend our national
security,

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be
incompatible with military activities, negatively impact our military's readiness, compromise
our nation's military superiority, and threaten our economic vitality.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range Complex is taking on even greater importance and threats
for our nation's security as a result of technology advancements. Test and training ranges
take on even greater significance as newer weapon systems and aircraft become more
sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need to be sustained and
enhanced to meet the growing demands of our future military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the BIA that:

The BIA supports the Joint Gulf Range Complex and operating areas thereby sustaining the
nation's military superiority. The BIA opposes any oil exploration, drilling or related activities
east of the Military Mission Line that would negatively impact the military’s utilization of the
Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training.

The BIA supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022
moratorium in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are not
compromised. The BIA requests Legislators extend protection of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico
and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public Law 109-432,
ertitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to permanently enact the
moratarium,

ADOPTED on the 16 day of February 2017.

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:
Terry Hymel Alan Baggett
Terry Hymel Alan Baggett

2017 BlA President Execuitve Vice President

1980 LEwiS TURNER BOULEVARD — FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32547 - 1850 BEZ-S107 - Fax (850) B6&4-2037
TERY HYMEL, 2017 PRESIDENT MO BIACW QIRG ALAN BAGGETT, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
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SR Euars luly 2, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resources
522 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator

As the Chairman of the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce, located in Okaloosa County, Florida | speak
for our Board of Directors when | say we strongly express our desire to protect the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range
from drilling and related activities. While there can be agreement that energy independence is important, drilling and
exploratory activities in the eastern Guif of Mexico threatens our national security. This area is a military range essential
to our military’s success and critically important fo delivering the required capabilities to our men & women deployed
overseas. The Eastern Gulf Tesl & Training Range (EGTTR) connects test & training capabilities from NW Florida to
Key West and is utilized by Eglin AFB, Tyndall AFB, other military branches, installations, government agencies, and
private companies.

in a May 09, 2018 letter, the Under Secretary of Defense wrote "The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues to be a
strategic national asset critical to the lethality of our weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members; hence
it is a vital component to harnessing the power of the advanced technologies required to support our National Defense
Strategy.” In addition, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf
of Mexico) states, "The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico) js an irreplaceable national asset. Mo other area offers the
DoD (Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space, water space, and existing infrastructure to
support military activities,”

The EGOMEX has long been recognized as a key location to train our warfighters, and to test the newest
weapons, munitions, and armaments for all military services and many of our allies. The need to protect this national
asset was formally codified into Public Law 103-432 on December 20, 2006 with signing of the Gulf of Mexico Energy
Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA 2006); thus creating the Military Mission Line encroachment buffering moratorium..

While drilling advocates have sited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in the eastern
Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue; the resultant loss would be much greater The January
2020 Florida Defense Factbook sites Eglin Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact of over 58 billion
annually and over 78,000 jobs. The state of Florida offers $95 billion and 914,787 jobs! That economic impact would
be at risk, not to mention our national security, if drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX
military training range.

Qil drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as being
incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our nation's
military superiority. We/l respectfully request your support in continuing to protect this American asset by passing
Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Fairness Act.

Respactfully, % 7
Ryan Price: Z{W

Chaifman of the Board

CGC;

Senator Jack Reed

Ranking Member, SASC

728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Marco Rubio

284 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Senator Doug Jones

Member, SASC

330 Hart Senate Office Burlding
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Rick Scott
716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator James Inhofe
Chairman, SASC

205 Russell Senate Office Bidg
Washington, DC 20510

Dedicated to making Crestview Area Community a Great Place to Live, Work, and do Business



ARES THAMBER

A resolution of the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce, pledging protection of the eastern
Joint Gulf Range Complex, and sustainment of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce is the community's largest Networking
Business Organization.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Florida Defense Handbook reported the annual ecanomic impact of the military
presence in Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties exceeded $10,007,000,000, accounting for
more than 85,000 jobs in the three counties.

WHEREAS, Eglin's Joint Gull Range Complex in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is regarded as a national
security assel for multi-service lest and training mussions. Since 1983 federal policies have protected
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico by providing a buffer zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line
established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration. This mandated Military
Mission Line (86°-41°) protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex allowing for real-time testing
and training preparing lo defend our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities, negalively impact our military's readiness, compromise our nation’s military
superiority, and threaten our economic vitality

WHEREAS, the Joint Guif Range Complex is laking on even greater importance and threats for our
nation’s security as a result of technology advancements. Test and training ranges take on even
greater significance as newer weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-
reaching. Current defense ranges need to be sustained and enhanced lo mest the growing demarids
of our fulure military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Crastview Area Chamber of Commerce that;

The Crestview Area Chamber of Commaerce supports the Joint Gulf Range Complex and operating
areas thereby sustaining the nation’s military superiority. The Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce
opposes any oil explaration, drilling or related activities east of the Military Mission Ling thal would
negatively impact the military's utilization of the Joint Guif Range Complex for required test and
training.

The Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond
the existing 2022 moratorium In order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are not
compromised. The Creslview Area Chamber of Commerce requests Legislators extend protection of
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public
Law 109-432, entitled the Guif of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to permanently
ADOPTED on the 23" day of February 2017.

enact the moratorium.
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THE DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVES
Okaloosa—Santa Rosa—Walton Counties

January 16, 2020

Senator James Inhofe

Chairman, Senate Armed Services Committee
205 Russel Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Re: Military Mission Line
Dear Senator Inhofe

On behalf of the tri-county Defense Support Initiatives Committee representing community and
business leaders, retired military personnel and Military Affairs Committees, we strongly express our
desire to protect the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range from drilling and related activities. While there
can be agreement that energy independence is important, the critical questions are How and Where?
Drilling and exploratory activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico threatens our national security. This area
is a military range essential to our military's success and critically important to delivering the required
capabilities to our men & women deployed overseas. The Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range (EGTTR)
connects test & training capabilities from NW Florida to Key West and is utilized by Ealin AFB, Tyndall
AFB, other military branches, installations, government agencies, and private companies

In a May 09, 2018 letter, the Under Secretary of Defense wrote "The eastern Gulf of Mexico
continues to be a strategic national asset critical to the lethality of our weapon systems and the readiness
of our Service members; hence it is a vital component to harnessing the power of the advanced
technologies required to support our National Defense Strategy.” In addition, a May 2018 Pentagon
Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico) states, "The EGOMEX
{eastern Guif of Maxico) is an ireplaceable national asset. No other area offers the DoD a comparable
combination of air space, water space, and existing infrastructure to support military activities.”

The EGOMEX has long been recognized as a key location to train our warfighters, and to test the
newest weapons, munitions, and armaments for all military services and many of our allies. Protection of
this national asset was formally codified into Public Law 109-432 on December 20, 2006 with the Gulf of
Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA 2006), thus creating the Military Mission Line
encroachment buffering moratorium.

While drilling advocates have sited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in
the eastern Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue, the resultant loss would be much
greater. The January 2020 Florida Defense Factbook sites Eglin Air Force Base in NW Florida as
providing an impact of over $9 Billion annually and over 78,000 jobs. The state of Florida offers $95
Billion and 914,787 jobs! That economic impact would be at risk, not to mention our national security, if
drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX military training range

Ol drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified
as being incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military's readiness and
compromise our nation's military superiority. We respectfully reguest your support in continuing to protect
this American asset by passing Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Fairness Act.

Sincerely, P

i Fa —!'i- f'i..f f’lﬁ%ﬁw :dx ’. ‘1 \ )
A AL, L Al LA _
‘Robart Marinan Lt Col USAE (Re) Kay Iéasm ssen, CEcD
Chairman Manager

CC: Senator Jack Reed Senator Marco Rubio
Senator Rick Scott Senator Doug Jones

Sponsered by The Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County; Florids
Post Ofiice Box 4087, Fart Walton Beach, FL 32549 -~ 850-382-8467 ~ www florida-edc.org
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DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVES COMMITTEE

OraLcoss, SanTa Bosa anp WaLton CounTES

A resolution of the Defense Support Initiatives committee supporting sustainment of the federally
protected Military Mission Line, and opposing any offshore drilling activities, or wind turbine infrastructure
in the Egstern Gulf Test & Training Range.

WHEREAS. the Defense Support Initiatives (DSI) sponsored by the Economic Development Council of
Okaloosa County, DBA One Okaloosa EDC, is recognized as the lead military issues advoeacy group representing
Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties, These three counties serve as home for NAS Whiting Field, Eglin
AFB, Hurlburt Field. and Duke Field hosting multiple joint service units and missions,

WHEREAS, the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range is identified by the Department of Defense as a
national security asset for test and training missions. Multi-service test and training activities are conducted in
the EGTTR. the largest test and training area in the nation, offering unique features that cannot be replicated
anywhere in the United States.

WHEREAS, since 1983 Federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico providing a buffer
zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and
exploration east of the line. This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-4| ") prevents encroachment on military
activities allowing for real-time testing and training of advanced weapons systems for our national security.

WHEREAS, wind turbines. drilling structures and any activities incompatible with military missions east
of the MML would negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our nation’s military superiority.
The full-spectrum readiness role the range provides is eritical and peeds to be protected with encroachment
mitigation allowing for enhanced test and training capabilities well into the future.

WHEREAS. test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer
weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need to be
sustained and enhanced to meet the growing demands of future military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Defense Support Initiatives Committee that:

The DSI opposes degrading the military usefulness of the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range. The DSl maintains
its official position established in 2009 and opposes any activity east of the Military Mission Line that would
negatively impact the military’s utilization of the Gulf Range: to include oil exploration, drilling. infrastructure
and related activities

The DSI supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022 moratorium in order to ensure
our military readiness and training capabilities are not compromised. The DSI requests Legislators extend
protection of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current
Public Law 1{9-432. entitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to permanently enact
the moratorium.

ADOPTED on the 30™ day of August, 2021.

APPROVED BY: TNESSFP BY:
—f - "f A i ’,,#:'(
el | fAS T !_fl._,.d-:_,._._.n-—_ | f'lrldlfd\}r flL l\_‘_‘__‘_
Robert Marinan. Lt Col USAF Ret Kay Rasmussen, CEcD
DSI1 Chairman D51 Manager

Post Office Box 4087, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549
B50-362-B467, www.oneokaloosa.org



N\

Destin

CHAMBER
Advocating for Businesses — Strengthening our Community

RESOLUTION 2017 - 02

A RESOLUTION OF THE DESTIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN
OPPOSITION TO OFFSHORE DRILLING IN THE GULF OF MEXICO AS IT RELATES TO
THE PROTECTION OF THE BEACHES, TOURISM AND THE MILITARY MISSION LINFE.

WHEREAS, the Destin Chamber of Commgree 15 a business orgamzation representing approximately
950 members in the Destin arca; and

WHEREAS, the Destin Chamber of Commerce is [ully cognizant of the need 1o explore for new energy
sourees; and

WHEREAS, the preservation and conservation of its natural resources is eritical to Northwest Florida’s
environment and economic fulure: and

WHERFEAS, the Destin area is largely dependent upon the tourism industry, making our natural
resaurees, our beaches and the Gulf of Mexico vital to our economy: and

WHEREAS, the Destin Chamber understands the importance of the local military bases to the defense
and protection of our nation: and

WHEREAS, since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern GulF of Mexico by providing a buffer
zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling
and exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (860-11") protects the military Joint Gulf Range
Complex allowing for real-time testing and training for our national security; and

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities gast of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness, compromise our pation’s military
superiority. and threaten our economic vitality: and

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national securily as newer
weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-reaching, Current defense ranges
need to be sustained and enhanced to meet the growing demands of future military readiness.

NOW, THERFORE BE 1T RESOLVED that the Destin Chamber Board of Directors opposes offshore
drilling in the Gulf of Mexico so that we may preserve and protect our tourism industry and the MMIL For
military training purposes that protect the United States of America,

'&W&/Mﬁlm

Lockwood Wermnel
Chairman of the Board

SO RESOLVED THIS 24" DAY OF JANUARY 2017,

Shane W, Moody , FCCP, CCE
President and CEO

4484 Legendary Drive, Suite 8 | Destin, Florida 32541 | {850) 837-6241 | DestinChamber.com
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April 17, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senate Energy & Matural Resources
522 Harl Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

The Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County, Flornida wishes to express our strong desire to
protect the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range from drilling and related activities. While energy independence is
a worthy objective, drilling and exploratory activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico threatens both our nation's
security and, with more than 78,000 local jobs tied to the defense sector, our county’s economy.

It is widely recognized that the Guif Range is a national treasure, unable to be replicated anywhere else in
the continental United States. These sentiments were confirmed when, in a May 08, 2018 letter, the Under
Secretary of Defense wrote:

“The eastermn Gulf of Mexico continues fo be a strategic national assel critical fo the lethality of our
weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members; hence it is a vilal companent lo hamessing the
power of the advanced technologies required fo support our National Defense Strategy.”

Similarly, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf
of Mexico) states:

"The EGOMEX {eastern Gull of Mexico) is an ireplaceable national asset, No other area offers the DoD
{Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space, water space, and existing infrasfructure to
support mifitary activities.”

While drilling advocates have cited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in the
eastern Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue; the resultant loss would be much greater.
The January 2020 Flonda Defense Factbook sites Eaglin Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact of
over $9 billion annually and over 78,000 jobs. That economic impact would be at risk, not to mention our national
security, if drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX military training range.

Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as being
incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our nation's
military superiority, We respectfully request your support in continuing to protect this American asset by passing
Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Fairness Act.

Reaspectfully,

b Sharon pu A skt
7“K::iéi'ghan:m athan Spark, CEcD

Charr Executive Director

CGC:

Senator Jack Reed, Senator Doug Jones, Senator James Inhofe
Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Scott

PO Box 4097, Fort Walton Beach, Florida 32549 | www ilorida-ede.ors | 800.995.7374
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A resolution of the Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County pledging protection of
the eastern Joint Gulf Range Complex, and sustainment of the federally protected Military
Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Council is the community’s primary organization tasked with
improving the area’s economy through the attraction and retention of new, diversified employment
opportunities and capital investments.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Florida Defense Handbook reported the annual economic impact of the miiitary
presence in Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties exceeded $10,007,000,000; accounting for
mare than 85,000 jobs in the three counties, Okaioosa tops $8.8 Blllion with over 72,000 jobs alone.

WHEREAS, Eglin's Joint Gulf Range Complex in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is regarded as a national
security asset for multi-service test and training missions. Since 1983 federal policies have protected
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico by providing a buffer zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line
established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration. This mandated Military
Mission Line (86°-41') protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex allowing for real-time testing
and ftraining in preparation to defend our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be Incompatible with
military activities, negatively impact our military's readiness, compromise our nation's military
superiority, and threaten our economic vitality.

WHEREAS, the Joint Guif Range Complex is taking on even greater importance and threals as a
result of technological advancements. Test and fraining ranges take on even greater significance as
newer weapon systems and aircrafl become more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current
defense ranges need to be sustained and enhanced to meel the growing demands of our future
military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Economic Development Council that:

The EDC supports the Joint Guif Range Complex and operating areas thereby sustaining the nation's
military superiority, The EDC opposes any oil exploration, drilling or related activities east of the
Military Mission Line that would negatively impact the military's utilization of the Joint Gulf Range
Complex for required test and training.

The EDC supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022 maratorium in
order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are not compromised. The EDC
respectfully requests Legislators extend protection of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military
Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public Law 109-432, entitled the Gulf of Mexico
Energy Security Acl of 2006 (GOMESA) fo permanently enact the moratorium.

ADOPTED on the | ] _day of February 2017.
APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:

4 ) ) F
: //,_ Ld ol
Nathan Sparks, CEcD
Executive Director




EGLIN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

838 Eglin Parkway NE « FI Wallan Beach, FL 32547-2781

ﬁ 850.862.0111 www.egfinfcu.org

JERRAY B. WILLIAMS —_

FRESIDENT/CED

January 16, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowskj

Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resouices
=22 Harl Senate Office Building

Washinglon, OC 20510 '

Dear Senator

As President/CEO a federally-chartered credit union located in Okaloosa County, Florida, that serves
Eglin Air Force Base and the surrounding military installations. | strengly express my desire to proteet the Eastern
Gult Test & Training Range from drilling and related activities While there can be agreement that esnergy
independence is important, the critical questions are How and Where? Drilling and expioratory activities In the
eastern Gulf of Mexico threatens our national security.  This area is a military range essenlial to our military's
success and critically important to delivening the required capabilities o our men & women deployed overseas.
The Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range (EGTTR) connects test & training capabilities from NW Florida to Key
West and s utilized by Eglin AFB. Tyndall AFB, other military branches, installations, government agencies, and
private companies. '

In & May 08, 2018 letter, the Under Secretary of Defense wrote "The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues 1o
be a strategic national asset critical to the lethality of cur weapon systems and the readiness of cur Service
members, hence it is a vital component to harnessing the power of the advanced technologies required lo support
our National Defense Strategy " In addition, & May 2018 Pentagon Congressional repart {Preserving Military
Readiness In the Eastern Gulf of Mexico) states, “The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico) is an irreplaceable
national assel. No other area offers the DoD (Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space,
water space, and existing Infrastructure to support military activities

The EGOMEX has long been recognized as a key location to train our warfighters, and to test the newest
weapons, munitions, and armaments for all miiitary services and many of our allles. The need to protect this
national assel was formally codified into Public Law 108-432 on December 20, 2006 with signing of the Gulf of
Mexico Energy Securily Act of 2006 (GOMESA 2006) thus creating the Military Mission Line encroachment
buffering moratorium.

While drilling advocates have sited a potential economic impact resulting from drlling activites in the
eastern Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and 52.6 billion in annual revenue’ the resultant loss would be much greater.
The January 2020 Florida Defense Faclbook sites Eglin Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact of
over 39 bilion annually and over 78,000 jobs. The state of Florida offers %95 billion and 914,787 Jobs| That
gconomic impact would be at risk, nol to mention our national security, if drilling and related exploratory aclivities
were aliowed in the EGOMEX military training range.

Oit drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as being
incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military's readiness and compromise our nalion's
mifitary superiority We/l respectfully request your support In continuing to protect this American asset by passing
Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Prolection and Faimess Act

Respectfully,
i~
Jarry B. Wilhams

CC:  Senator Jack Reed Senator Doug Jones Senalor Jameas Inhofe
Senator Marco Rubio Senator Rick Scoil




EMERALD COAST
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

REALTOR:

10 Fellvwood Blvd,, 5.5, ~ Fout Walion Besch, FL 323408 ~ Phone: 830,243,035 = Fax: 880,243.0147

A resotution of the Emerald Coast Assoclatlon of REALTORS® Is opposing any oll drifling or exploratlon in the loint Gulf Range
Complex, and sustalnment of the federally protected Military Mission Line,

WHEREAS, the Emerald Coast fssoclation of REALTORS® {ECAR)Y 15 to assist the members [n achicving an exemplary level of
professionallsm, Integrity, and fair business practice and providing its members with the best availablo aducation, products, and
services they need to succeed. To protect privale property rights, influence |egislation, and to be recognized a5 invelved cltizens of
the community.

WHEREAS, hausing Gglin Alr Farce Base and Hurdburt Figld, the military economlc impact In Okaloosa County topped 58.8 Billion in
2015 and provided over ¥2,000 jobs, The Eglin Joint Gulf Range Comglex In the eastern Gulf of idexico s regarded as a national
securlty assat for mulli-serylce test and tralning misstons. With technology advancements, the Jaink Gulf Range Complex |5 taking on
even greater Importance for our nation’s securlty,

WHEREAS, since 1983 the federal policles have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexieo by providing a bufler zone, now deflned oy the
Willtary hisslon Live established in 2000, restrlcting oil and natuaral gas drilling and explocation. Tiks mandated MiBLary Misslon Line
[BE degrees -41'} protects the milltary Jolnt GuIf fange Complex allowing for the real-tlme testing and training for our nationa)
security,

WHEREAS, drilllng struckures and associated activities east of the MML would be Incompatible with military activities, negatively
Impact owr military's readiness, compramise our nation’s military superiority, and threaten cur economic vitality,

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take an even greater significance to cur natlonal securlty as newsar weapon systems end pircraft
Lecome more sophisticated and longer reaching. Current delense ranges need to he sustained and enhainced to meot the growing
dermands of [uture miitary readingss.

NOW, THEREFGRE, be it resolved by the Emerald Coast Association of REALTORS® that:

ECAR oppuses deprading the milliary wsefulness ol the loint Gulf Range Complex and pperating areas thereby reducing the nation’s
miiitary supertorty. ECAR opposes any all exploration, drilllng, or related activitics east of the Military Mission Line that would
negatively impact the military's utlllzation of the Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training,

ECaf supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022 moratorium 1n order to enstee gur military
readingss and tralning capabilities are not compromised, ECAR requests Legislators extended protectton of the Eastern Gulf of
Maxico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending Whe current Public Law 109-432, entitled the Gulf of Mexlco Enerpy
Security Act of 2006 {GOMESA) to penmanently enact the moratorium,

BDOPTED G the _l@ﬂ'y‘ of February 2037

APPROVED MY, WITMESSED BY:

([},Z:EE—“ ﬂfigﬁ?_@l_

.Terrm,.-'l Mcher . Keith Dean, CPA
President Chtef Executive Ollicer
Ernerald Coast Association of ACALTORS® Emnerale Coast Association of REALTORS®



EMERALD COAST MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL
P.0. Box 116, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-0116

May 1, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resources
522 Hart Senate OfTice Building

Washington., DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

The Emerald Coast Military Affairs Council wishes to express our strong desire to protect the Eastern Gulf
Test & Training Range from drilling and related activities. While energy independence is a worthy objective,
drilling and exploratory activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico threatens both our nation’s security and, with
more than 78.000 local jobs tied to the defense sector, our county's economy. It is widely recognized that the
Gulf Range is a national treasure, unable to be replicated anywhere else in the continental United States. These
sentiments were confirmed when, in a May 09, 2018 letter. the Under Secretary of Defense wrote:

“The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues fo be a strategic national asset critical to the lethality of our
weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members, hence it is @ vital component (o harnessing the
power of the advanced technologies required to support our National Defense Strategy.”

Similarly, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf of
Mexico) states:
“The EGOMEX feastern Gulf of Mexico) is an irreplaceable national asset. No other area offers the
DoD (Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space, water space, and existing infrastriciure
to support military activities.”

While drilling advocates have cited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in the
eastern Gulf as near 36,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue; the resultant loss would be much greater.
The January 2020 Florida Defense Factbook sites Eglin Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact of
over $9 billion annually and over 78,000 jobs. That economic impact would be at risk. not to mention our
national security, if drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX military training
range.

Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as being
incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our
nation’s military superiority. We respectfully request your support in continuing to protect this American asset
by passing Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Fairness Act.

R&SP-E:CHU" ¥,

o ..il-"" .—))
/EAMUFI EEGF{KETT 11
C

hatrman

CC: Senator Jack Reed, Senator Doug Jones, Senator James Inhofe, Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Scott,
Senator Martha McSally, Senator Cory Gardner, Senator John Hoeven, Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith, Senator Joe
Manchin 111, Senator Ron Wyden, Senator Mazie K. Hirono. Senator Martin Heinrich. Senator Angus King



EMERALD COAST MILITARY AFFAIRS COUNCIL
P.0O. Box 116, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549-0116

A resotution of the Emerald Coast Military Affairs Council, opposing any vil drilling or explovation in the
Joint Gulf Range Complex and sustainment of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS. the Fmemld Coast Military Affairs Council (EC MAC), & nationally recognized, independent tri-
county military support organization, which is focused on maintaining 4 quality environmen! for the many military
personned and their familics, along with preserving the crucial national defense capabilities the area offers for the multiple
military missions. These three counties of Santa Ross, Okeloosa, and Walton serve as home for NAS Whiting Field.
Ealin AFB, Hurlbur Field, and Duke Field. hostng nultiple joint service units and missions.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gull’ Range Complex in the castern Gull of Mexico 18 regarded as a national security assel
for test and training missions. Multi-service test and training activities are conducted in the Joint Gull Range. the largest
test and training area in the nation, offering uigue features that cannol be replicated anywhere in the United States, With
technology advancements. the Joim Guif Range Complex is taking on even greater importance for our nation’s security..

WHEREAS. since 1083, federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico, providing a buffer zone,
now defined by the Military Mission Line (MML), established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and
exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-417) protects the military Jomt Gulf Range Complex. allowing for
real-time testing and (raiming of advanced weapon systems for our national security.

~ WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities cast of the MML would be incompatible with military
hetivities, negatively impaet our military's readiness, and compromise our nation's military superiority. The critical role
our ranges play in providing full-spectrum readiness is critical and needs to be protected with encroachment mitigation,
allowing for enhanced test and waining capabilities well into the fiture.

WHEREAS. test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer weapon
systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-reaching, Current defense ranges need to be sustained and
enhanced 10 meet the growing demands of future military readiness,

NOW. THERFEFORE, be it resoived by the Emerald Coast Military Affairs Couneil that:

The EC MAC oppuses degrading the military usefuiness of the Joint Gulf Range Complex and operating areas reducing
the nation’s military superiority. The EC MAC maimains its official position established in 2009 and opposes any oil
explorition, drilling, or related activities east of the Military Mission Line that would negatively impact the military’s
utilization of the Joint Guif Range Complex for required test and training.

The EC MAC supports the continued enforcenient of the MML beyond the existing 2022 moratorium in order 1o ensure
our military readiness and trainmg capubilities are not compromised. The EC MAC reyuests Legislators extend protection
of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public Law (09-432,
entitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA). to permanently enact the moratorium,

ADOPTED on the 23rd day of Seplember 2019,

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:

— V. {?L-:"t_' : M ? E( _fﬁ zu
C. H.LONG / SHIRLEY L@IGOTT

Chairman ; Director of Administration




ERA American
nem sstare REAL ESTATE

April 24, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senale Energy & Natural Resources
522 Hart Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

ERA American Real Estate wishes to express our strong desire to protect the Eastern Guif Test &
Training Range from drilling and related activities. While energy independence is a worthy objective, drilling and
exploratory activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico threatens both our nation's security and, with more than 78.000
local jobs tied to the defense sector, our county's econamy.

It is widely recognized that the Gulf Range is a national treasure, unable to be replicated anywhere else in
the continental United States. These sentiments were. confirmed when, in a May 92018 letter, the Under
Secretary of Defense wrote:

“The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues fo be a strategic national asset critical to the lethality of our
weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members; hence il is a vital companen! to hamessing the
power of the advanced lechnologies required to support our National Defense Sirategy.”

Similarly, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf
of Mexico) states:

"The EGOMEX (eastern Gulf of Mexico) is an irreplaceable national assel. No other area offers the DoD
(Dapartmant of Defense) a comparable combination of air space, waler space, and existing Infrasfructure to
support military activities.”

Wihile driling advocates have cited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in the
eastarn Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue; the resultant loss would be much greater.
The January 2020 Florida Defense Factbook sites Eglin Air Force Base in MW Flerida as providing an impact of
over $9 billion annually and over 78,000 jobs. That economic impact would be at risk, not to mention our national
security, if drilling and related exploratory activities were allowed in the EGOMEX military training range.

Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as being
incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our military's readiness and compromise our pation’s
military superiority. We respectfully request your support in continuing to protect this American asset by passing
Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Fairness Act.

Respectfully

L sin ¥ Hes

Broker/Prasident

cC;

Senator Jack Reed. Senator Doug Jones, Senator James Inhofe, Senator Steve Daines
Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Scott, Senator Cory Gardner

4 9th Ave, Shalimar, FL 32579
BEE.B51.7039



FLORIDA'S Great Northwest

A resolution of Florida's Great Northwest pledging protection of the eastern Joint Gulf
Range Complex, and sustainment of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, Florida's Great Northwest serves a 12-county region which is home to six military
installations including Eglin Air Force Base. These six installations account for tens of
thousands of jobs providing direct economic benefit to countless northwest Florida
businesses and citizens.

WHEREAS, Eglin's Joint Gulf Range Complex in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is regarded as a
national security asset for multi-service test and training missions. Since 1983 federal policies
have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico by providing a buffer zone, now defined by the
Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration.
This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-41') protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex
allowing for real-time testing and training preparing to defend our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible
with military activities, negatively impact our military's readiness, compromise our nation's
military superiority, and threaten our economic vitality.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range Complex is taking on even greater importance and threats for
our nation's security as a result of technology advancements. Test and training ranges take on
even greater significance as newer weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated
and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need to be sustained and enhanced to meet the
growing demands of our future military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by Florida’s Great Northwest that:

Florida's Great Northwest supports the Joint Gulf Range Complex and operating areas thereby
sustaining the nation's military superiority. Florida's Great Morthwest opposes any oil .
exploration, drilling or related activities east of the Military Mission Line that would negatively
impact the military's utilization of the Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training.

Florida's Great Northwest supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing
2022 moratorium in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are not
compromised. Florida's Great Northwest respectfully requests Legislators extend protection of
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current
Public Law 109-432, entitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2008 (GOMESA) to
permanently enact the moratorium.

ADOPTED on the 28 day of February 2017.

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:
_ _;.. ) S ;
.' \ 3= et | Sl L:_ o L ) I I—
Rick Byars Kim Wilmes
Chairman CEOQ

Phong: 8507206848 | FloidasGrathodhwestcom | 100 Colege Bivd, Bldg 330, Miceville, FL 32578 | Comespondence: PO Bow 370, Nicevibe, FL 32588
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FASTSIGNS

GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

34 Mwacle Soap Parloway, S.E.« PO, Box 840
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549

Oifftee: 850-244-B191 « Fax: 850.244-1935
whana fwbchamber, com

Tainng Charrrgel"

RESOLUTION 19-01

A RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OPPOSITION TO OFFSHORE OIL DRILLING AND
EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN THE GULF OF MEXICO.

WHEREAS, the United States government has expressed interast in opening the Atlantic

Ocean and Eastern Gulf of Mexico to offshore oil and gas development and exploration; and,

WHEREAS, exploratory and commercial drilling, extraction, and transportation of offshore
oil and gas resources pose a significant risk of an ol spills and chronic leakage; and,

WHEREAS, eventual offshore drilling may require significant anshore infrastructure, such as
pipelines ar refineries, which would harm the character of the coast; and,

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose threats to treasured vacation destinations on
Florida's Coasts, which are of intrinsic economic value for numerous industries, provide
essential nursery habitats for recreational and commercially important fisheries, and act as
natural buffers from storm surge and hurricanes; and,

WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce recognizes that the
tourism and fishing industries, which depend on a healthy and vibrant coastal environment,
both serve as major economic drivers benefiting the current and future residents, property
owners, and visitors to Florida; and,

WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce understands the
importance of the local military bases to the defense and protection of our nation; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce endeavors to be a good
steward of the state and region’s environment and its resources; and,

WHEREAS, exploration and development of oil and gas resources off the coast of Florida and

will not effectively address the long-term energy needs of our country,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THIS 27™ DAY OF JUNE 2019 BY THE GREATER FORT
WALTON BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE THAT:

Offshore gil and gas drilling and exploration will put Florida's environment, beaches,
marine resources and local economies at risk; therefore the Board of Directors expresses

its opposition to these activities and urges the federal government not to pursue such

practices off Florida’s coast,
Signed _

Matt @ hair of the Board
Attest: &/

Ted Corcoran, Presldent,r’CECi
2018 Sponsors

Date:
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510 GREENE STREET 1* FLOOR « KEY WEST, FL 33040 - 305.294.2587 « FAX 305.284.7806 - WWW KEYWEST CHAMBER.ORG

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER KEY WEST CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA, EXPRESSING OPPOSITION
TO THE OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS DRILLING AND EXPLORATION,

INLCUDING SEISMIC AIRGUN BLASTING.

WHEREAS, the federal government has expressed interest in opening the Atlantic Ocean and Eastern Gulf
of Mexico to offshore oil and gas development and exploration, including controversial methods such as
seismic airgun blasting; and

WHEREAS, seismic airguns fire intense blasts of compressed air, one of the loudest manmade sounds in
the ocean at 200-230 decibels, every 10 seconds, 24 hours a day for weeks to months at a time, causing
environmental disturbances that could prove harmful or injure and kill dolphins, whales, endangered sea
turtles, fish, and other marine life; and

WHEREAS, the full impact of seismic airgun blasting and offshore drilling are not yet fully understood by
scientists, the oil and gas industry, or the federal government, and

WHEREAS, exploratory and commercial drilling, extraction and transportation of offshore oil and gas
resources pose a significant risk of an oil spill and leakage, threatening Florida’s environment, beaches,
marine resources, and local economies; and

WHEREAS, offshore drilling activities pose threats to the Gulf of Mexico, the Atlantic Ocean,
economically important fisheries, and every eco-system throughout the Florida Keys; and

WHEREAS, the Greater Key West Chamber of Commerce recommends that it would be more
economically and ecologically responsible to pursue non-polluting sources of renewable energy such as solar
and wind, that pose less risk to the coastal environment and economic health, before using uncertain methods
of seismic airgun blasting for offshore oil and gas deposits.

WHEREAS, the waters of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic support 70,000 jobs in the Florida Keys,
and generate about $4.4 billion in revenue through fisheries, tourism, and related industries, which could be
damaged irreparably by one drilling disaster, and

NOW, THREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GREATER KEY WEST CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE OF KEY WEST, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: The membership of the Greater Key West Chamber of Commerce unanimously opposes
offshore o1l and gas drilling and exploration, including seismic airgun blasting, which will put Florida's
beaches, marine resources and local economies at risk, and urges the Federal Govemment not to pursue such
practices off Florida’s coast.

Section2: That this Resolution shall go into effect immediately upon its passage and adoption and
authentication by the signature of President and Executive Vice Pmsrdmmf the Greater Key West Chamber
of Commerce. ) —

\ .
PASSED AND ADOPTED ON THIS [ DAY {}F,acmaﬂa,_;ql-s \/
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A resolutfon of the Greoder Novarre Area Chaveber of Commerce oppasing ony off drifilng or exploration In the Joint Gulf
Range Complex and sustalnment of the federally protectad Mifitary Missfon Line.

WHEREAS, the Greater Movarre Avea Cliamber of Commerce (GNACOC) serves the Navarre Florida cormmanity in Sunta Rosa
Ceunty, Florda and suppoets the communtly-based milltary and defense support erganizations lrom 5anta Rosa, Okaloosa
and Walten Countles, Thess three counties serve as hame for NAS Wiiting Fleld, Splin AR, 1wl burt Fletd, and Dyuke Hletd
histlivg enulthple Jotnt servlce 1nils and missans.

WHEREAS, the lolnt Gulf Range Complox in the eastern Gulf of Mexico Is regarded sz a natlonal security assst for tog) and
training misslons. Multl-service test and training acivities are conducted in the Joint Gulf Rangs, the lergest test and trainlng':
ared i the natien, offering urlque features that cannat be replicated anywhere in the United States. With technology
advancements, the Joint Gull Range Complex is taking on aven groater importance for our natlon’s secur|y.

WHEREAS, sinee 1032 faderal policies have protected the Sastern Guil of Mexico providing 2 buffer zone, now dellned by the
Wlfitary Mission Line established In 2000, restricting ofl and natural gas drifllog and espforation, This mandated sMilitary
Mizsion Line (86™41') protects the milltary Joint Guif Bange Complex allowing for real-time testing and tralning of advancod
wedpons systerns for our natienal security.

WHEREAS, drillng structures and assodinted activities east of the MML would be Incompatible with military activitios,
negatively [mpack oy military’s readlness and cantpromise our nation’s rdiltary superlorlty. The eritical rele our ranpes play
in providing full-spectrum readiness |5 eritteal and needs (o be protected with encroachment maitlgation allowing for enhanced
Lest anc traliming capabiiftios well into the future.

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even grealer significance to our national seounity as newer wabpon systems ond
dircraft becomne more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need to be susrmined and enhanced to
mget the growing demands of future millazy readiness,

NOW, THEREFOHE, be It resolued by the Greater Navarre Area Chamber of Cammerce that:

The GNACOC epposes degrading the mikary uselulness of the tint Gulf Range Complex and operating areas reducing the
natlon's military superiority. The GNACOC opposes any olt exploration, drlbling o rolated activities east of the Military Misslon
Line that would negatively Impact the mititary's tilizotlon of the talnt Gulf Range Complex for reguired test and traimlng,

Tive GHACQC suppovts the continued enforcement of the MMIL beyond the eaisting 2022 moratorium b order 1o ensere aur
miit|kary readiness and tralndng capaliilitles are not compromised. The GRACOL requests Legislators extend protection of the
Eastern Gulf of Mexlco and the Milizary Missinn Une beyond 2002 by arending the cyrient Publle Law 109-432, enditled the
Gulf of Mexico Energy Securlty Act of 2006 {GOMESA} to parmsrently enact the maratorium.,

ADOPTER on the _ 13 dey of March 2017,

/ _Tony Alewands

ard PrE}Pd antﬁﬂﬁ@)

avarre Parkway #120, Mavarre FL 32566 // (850) 463-B954 /f www proatemavarcerhamber.com
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A RESOLUTION OF THE NAVARRE BEACH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN OPPOSITION OF OFFSHORE DRILLING IN THE GULF
OF MEXICO AS IT RELATES TO THE PROTECTION OF THE BEACHES, TOURISM
AND THE MILITARY MISSION LINE.

WHEREAS, the Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce is a business organization
representing approximately 451 members in the Navarre arca; and

WHEREAS, the preservation and conservation of its natural resources is critical to
Northwest Florida’s environment and economic future: and

WHEREAS, the Navarre Beach area is largely dependent upon the tourism industry,
making our natural resources, our beaches and the Gulf of Mexico vital to our economy;

and

WHEREAS, the Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce understands the importance
of the local military bases: NAS Whiting Field, Hurlburt Field, Eglin AFB, and Duke Field,
to the defense and protection of our nation; and

WHEREAS, since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulif of Mexico by
providing a buffer zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000,
restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration. This mandated Military Mission
Line (860-417) protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex allowing for real-time
testing and training for our national security; and

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be
incompatible with military activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness,
compromise our nation's military superiority, and threaten our economic vitality; and

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national
security as newer weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-
reaching. Current defense ranges need to be sustained and enhanced to meet the growing
demands of future military readiness,

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Navarre Beach Area Chamber Board of
Directors opposes offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico so that we may preserve and
protect our tourism industry and the MML for military training purposes that protect the

United States of America,



The Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commaorce supports the contimmed enforcement of
the MML beyond the existing 2022 Moratorium in ordesr to ensure ouy military readiness
and training capabilitics are not compremised. The Navarre Beacih Arvea Chamber of
Comnerce requests legislators extend protection of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the
Military Mission Line heyond 2022 by amending the carrent Public Law 109-432, entitied
the Gulf of Mexico Knergy Scenrity Act of 2006 (GOMESA), to permanently enact the

moratorium.

S0 RESOLVED THIS 1* DAY of MARCH 2017,




Navarre Beach Areg Chamber of Commerce
Military Affairs Council

"-___H___"'.-—-z.-:‘:q 8543 Mavarre Parkwaoy
P -y Neovarre, FL 32564
Bherentos of Commssce 850-939-3267

A RESOLUTION OF THE NAVARRE BEACH AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (NBACOC)
MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE IN OPPOSITION OF OF FSHORE DRILLING IN THE GULF
OF MEXICO AS IT RELATES TO THE PROTECTION OF THE BEACHES, TOURISM AND THE

MILITARY MISSTON LINE.,

WHEREAS, the NBACOC Military Affairs Committee is a military support organization which is
focused on maintaining a guality environment for the many active duty and retired military personnel and
their families living and working in the Navarre Beach area. These installations include NAS Whiting
Field, Hurlburt Field, Eglin AFB. and Duke Field.

WHEREAS, the preservation and conservation of its natural resources is critical to Northwest Florida's
environment and economic future; and

WHEREAS, the Navarre Beach area is largely dependent upon the tourism industry, making our natural
resources, our beaches and the Gulf of Mexico vital to our economy; and

WHEREAS, since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico by providing a buffer
zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling
and exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (86"-41") protects the military Joint Gulf Range
Complex allowing for real-time testing and training for our national security; and

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness, compromise our nation's military
superiority, and threaten our economic vitality: and

WHEREAS, test and (training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer
weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges
need to be sustained and enhanced to meet the growing demands of future military readiness.

NOW, THERF ORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NBACOC Military Affairs Committee opposes
offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico so that we may preserve and protect our tourism industry and the
MML for military training purposes that protect the United States of America.

The NBACOC Military Affairs Committee also supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond
the existing 2022 Moratorium in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are not
compromised. The Navarre Beach Area Chamber of Commerce requests legislators extend protection of
the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public
Law 109-432, entitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA). to permanently
enact the moratorium.

SO RESOLVED THIS 1°" DAY of MARCH 2017,
BY: ATTEST:

.;;(A/Mé{ ,

Msc]mlc Iucker
Chairperson
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A resolution of the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce opposing any oil drilling or
explovation in the Joint Gulf Range Complex and sustaining the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, (he Niceville Valpamiso Chamber of Commerce serves to represent the miterests ol
businesses in our area protécting and expanding the economic viability of our community; and

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range Complex in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is regarded as a national
security assel for test and training missions. Multi-service test and training activities are conducted in the Joint
Gull Range, the largest test and training area in the nation, offering unique features that cannot be replicated
anywhere in the United States. With technology advancements, the Joint Gull Range Complex is taking on even
greater importance for our nation’s security.

WHEREAS, since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico providing a buffer
zone. now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and
exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (86 417) protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex
allowing for real-time testing and training of advanced weapons systems for our national security.

WHEREAS. drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our nation’s military superionity.
The critical role our ranges play in providing full-spectrum readiness is critical and needs to be protected from
encroachment, allowing for enhanced test and training capabilities well into the future.

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer
weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need 10 be
sustained and enhanced lo meet the growing demands of fiture military readiness.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Flonda Defense Handbook reported the annual economic impact of the military
presence in Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties exceeded S10,007.000,000: accounting for more than
85,000 jobs in the three counties. Okaloosa tops $8.8 Billion with over 72,000 alone.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce that:

The Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce opposes degrading the military usefulness of the Joint Gulf
Range Complex and operating areas reducing the nation’s military superiority, The Niceville Valparaiso
Chamber of Commerce maintains its official position established in 2009 and opposes any oil exploration,
drilling or related activities east of the Military Mission Line thal would negatively impact the military’s
utilization of the Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training,

The Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the
existing 2022 moratorium in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabilities are ol
compromised. The Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce requests Legislators extend protection of the
Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public Law 109-
432, entitled the Gull of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to permanently enact the moratorium.

ADOPTED on the 22" day of February 2017.

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED HJY: |
."'"\,I
\J‘gw[\ﬁﬂ/m WN_— Liocda L-L (Th L
Jénni Brunson Alan Wood
Chairman of the Board Past Chairman of the Board
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A resolution of the Military Affairs Commintee of the Niceville Valparaise Chamber af Commerce
opposing any oil dvilling or exploration in the Joint Gulf Range Complex and sustaining the federally
protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Military Affairs Committee (MAC) of the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber ol
Commerce represents the business commumity and serves the area that includes Eglin AFB, Hurlburt Field, and
Duke Field.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range Complex in the eastern Gulf of Mexico is regarded as a national
secuirity asset for test and traming missions, Multi-service test and training activities are conducted in the Joint
Gulf Range, the largest test and training area in the nation, offering unique Ffeatures that cannot be replicated
anywhere in the United States. With teclmology advancements, the Joint Gulf Range Complex is taking on even
greater imponance for our nation's security.

WHEREAS, since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of Mexico providing a buffer
zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and natural gas drilling and
exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-417) protects the military Joint Gulf Range Complex
allowing for réal-time testing and training of advanced weapons svstems for our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities ¢ast of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness and compromise our nation’s military superiority.
The critical role our ranges play in providing full-spectrum readiness is critical and needs to be protected from
encroachment, allowing for enhanced test and training capabilities well into the future,

WIHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer
weapon systems and airerafl become more sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges need to be
sustained and enhanced to meet the growing demands of future military readiness.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Military Affairs Committee that:

The Military Atfairs Committee opposes degrading the military usefulness of the Joint Gulf Range Complex and
operating areas reducing the nation’s military superiority, The MAC mantains its official position established in
2009 and opposes any oil exploration, drilling or related activities east of the Military Mission Line that would
negatively impact the military’s utilization of the Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training.

The MAC supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022 moratorium in order o
ensure our military readiness and raining capabilitics are not compromised. The MAC requests Legislators
extend protection of the Eastern Gulf of Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the
current Public Law 109432, entitled the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to
permanently enact the moratorium.

ADOPTED on the 31st day of January 2017.

APPROVED BY: .-
Van Fuller X

i
Military Affairs Committee Chairman President & CEQ, Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce



SANTA ROSACOUNTY

Chamber of Commerce

TOURIST INEORMATION CENTER

SANTA ROSA COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Resolution

A resolution of the Santa Rosa County Chamber of Commerce opposing any oil drilling or exploration in
the Joint Guif Range and sustainment of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range in the eastern Gulf of Mexico Is regarded as a national security asset
for military test and training missions. This is the largest test and training area in the nation, offering
capabilities that cannot be replicated anywhere in the United States.

WHEREAS, federal policies have protected the Eastern Guilf of Mexico providing a buffer zone, now
defined by the Military Mission Line | MML : 86 degrees - 41 minutes west) running south from Fort
Walton Beach , FL to Key West, FL restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible with
military activities and could negatively impact vital test and training missions.

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on even greater significance to our national security as newer
weapans systems and aircraft enter the inventory.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that:

The Santa Rosa County Chamber of Commerce opposes degrading the usefulness of the Joint Gulf Range
and operating areas. The 5anta Resa County Chamber of Commerce opposes any oil exploration, drilling
or related activities east of the MML.

The Santa Rosa County Chamber of Commerce supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond
the existing 2022 moratorium.

ADOPTED on the second day of February 2017.

APPROVED BY:

Steve Rhodes

Steve Rhodes, Chairman

850-623-2339 info@srcchamber.com



SANTA ROSA COUNTY MILITARY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE .

f resolution of the Santa Rosa County Military Affairs Committee opposing any oil drilling or
sxploration in the Joint Gulf Range and sustainment of the federally protected Milltary Mission Line,

WHEHEAS, the Jolnt Gulf Range in the eastern Gulf of Mexlco is regarded as a natlonal securlty asset
for military test and training missions. This |s the Jargast test and training area in the nation, offering
capakilities that cannat be replicated anywhere in the United States.

WHEREAS, federal policies have protected the Eastern Guif of Mexico providing a buffer zone, now
defined by the Military Mission Line { MML : 86 degrees - 41 minutes west) running south from Fart
Waltan Beach , FL to Key West, FL restricting oil and natural gas drilling and exploration.

\WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatitile with
milltary activities and could regatively impact vital test and trainlng missions.

WHEREAS, test and training ranges take on aven greater significance to our national security as newer
weapons syskems and aircraft enter the inventory,

MNOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that:

The MAC opposes degrading the usefuiness of the Joint Gulf Range and operating areas. The MAC
appases any oil exploration, drilling or related activities east of the ML

The MAC supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the existing 2022 marafcrium,

-1
ADOPTLED on the ? day of Febiuary 2017,

APPROVED BY:

ISYP YD

Don Salter, Chairman
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Apnl 29, 2020

Senator Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Senate Energy & Natural Resources
522 Hart Senate Cffice Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski,

The Technology Coast Manufacturing and Engineering Network, TeCMEN, is the pramier business
advocate and industry cluster for STEM Indusiries sectors in the Northwest Florida region. TeCMEN is
comprised of approximately 55 STEM-based enterprises providing comprehensive engineering, manufacturing
and technical solutions In commercial, manufacturing, defense and aviation market sectors locally, regionally,
and in the competitive global marketplace.

TeCMEN strongly supports protecting the Eastern Gulf Test & Training Range from drilling and related
activities. Drilling and exploratory activities in the eastern Guif of Mexico threatens our national security and
the vitality of the defense contractors providing critical services to our military instaliations. The eastern Gulf
is a military range sssential to our military's success and critically important to delivering the reguired
capabililies to our men & women deployed overseas, The Eastern Guif Test & Training Range (EGTTR)
connects test & training capabilities from NW Florida to Key West and is uilized by Eglin AFB, Tyndall AFB,
other military branches, installations, government agencies, and private companies.

The EGTTR has long been recognized as a key location to train cur warfighters, and to test the newest
weapons, munilions, and armaments for all military services and many of our 2llies. In a May 09, 2018 letter,
the Under Secretary of Defense wrote "The eastern Gulf of Mexico continues to be a strategic national asset
critical to the lethality of our weapon systems and the readiness of our Service members; hence i s a vital
component to harnessing the power of the advanced technologies required to support our National Defense
Strategy.” In addition, a May 2018 Pentagon Congressional report (Preserving Military Readiness In the
Eastern Guif.of Mexico) siates, "The EGOMEX (eastern Guif of Mexico) is an irreplaceable national assel, No
other area offers the DoD (Department of Defense) a comparable combination of air space. water space, and
existing infrastructure to support military activities.”

While drilling advocates have sited a potential economic impact resulting from drilling activities in the
gastern Gulf as near 56,000 jobs and $2.6 billion in annual revenue; the resultant loss would be much greater
The January 2020 Flgrida Defense Factbook sites Egiin Air Force Base in NW Florida as providing an impact
of over $9 billion annually and over 78,000 jobs. The state of Florida offers $95 billion and 914,787 jobs! That
economic impact would be at risk, not to mention our national security, if drilling and related exploratory
activities were allowed in tha EGOMEX miilitary training range.

Oil drilling structures and associated exploratory activities east of the MML have been identified as
being Incompatible with military activities, would negatively impact our miiitary’s readiness and compromise
our nation's military superiority. ‘We respectiully request your support in continuing to protect this American
asset by passing Senate Bill 13, Florida Shores Protection and Faimess Act

Respectfully, -

David Haines, TeCMEN Chairman
President, Precision Measurament Inc.

CC: Senator Jack Reed, Senator Doug Jones, Senator James Inhofe
Senator Marco Rubio, Senator Rick Scott

Sponsored by The Economic Development Council of Okalooza County, FL
Past Office Box 4087, Fort Walton Beach, FL 32549
(850) 362-8467 www florida-adc.org
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A resolution of the WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE pledging protection of the eastern Joint
Gulf Range Complex, and sustainment of the federally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE is the community's LEADING VOICE OF
BUSIMESS representing over 800 businesses, venues and rescurces.

WHEREAS, the 2015 Flornida Defense Handbook reported the annual economic impact of the military presence in
Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, Walton, Bay and Escambia Counties exceeded 320,000 000,000; accounting for more
than 150,000 jobs in the three counties.

WHEREAS. Ealin's Joint Guif Range Complex in the sastern Guif of Mexico is regarded as a national security
asset for multi-service test and training missions. Since 1983 federal policies have protected the Eastern Gulf of
Mexico by providing a buffer zone, now defined by the Military Mission Line established in 2000, restricting oil and
natural gas drilling and exploration. This mandated Military Mission Line (86°-41') protects the military Joint Gulf
Range Complex allowing for real-time testing and training preparing to defend our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling structures and associated activities east of the MML would be incompatible with military
activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness, compromise our nation’s military superiority, and threaten our
economic vitality.

WHEREAS, the Joint Gulf Range Complex is taking on even greater importance and threats for our nation's
security as a result of technology advancemenits. Test and training ranges take on even greater significance as
newer weapon systems and aircraft become maore sophisticated and longer-reaching. Current defense ranges
need to be sustained and enhanced to meet the growing demands of our future military readiness,

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE that:

The WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE supports the Joint Guif Range Complex and operating areas
thereby sustaining the nation’s military superiority. The WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE opposes
any oil exploration, drilling or related activities east of the Military Mission Line that would negatively impact the
military's utilization of the Joint Gulf Range Complex for required test and training.

The WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE supports the continued enforcement of the MML beyond the
existing 2022 moratorium in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabllities are not compromised
The WALTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE requests Legislators extend protection of the Eastern Gulf of
Mexico and the Military Mission Line beyond 2022 by amending the current Public Law 108-432, entitled the Guif
of Mexico Energy Security Act of 2006 (GOMESA) to permanantly enact the moratorium,

ADOPTED on the _30th day of March 2017.

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:

Mleggn WA -
5 .7

Name: Megan R Harrison Name Nathan Sparks, CEcD

Title: President and CEO Titie - EXecutive Diracior

Economic Development Council Okaloosa
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A resolution of the Walton County Economic Development Alliance pledging protection of the eastern Joint Gulf
Range Camplex, and sustainment of the tederally protected Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, The Walten County Economic Development Alliance is the community's chuel enfity for promoting
geonomit development

WHEREAS, the 2015 Flonida Defense Handbaok repatted the annual economic impact of the military presence in.
Walton, Santa Riga and Okalossa counties exceeded 510 illion: accaunting tor mare than 85,000 jobs o the:

three countics

WHEREAS, Eglin's Jont Gulf Range Cormpilex m the eastorn Gulf of Mexico |s regarded as a naticnal Lecurity Asser
tor multi-sarvice tost and traiding missions Since 1983 fecers! policies have pretecied the Eastern Gulf of Mexico
by providing 2 buffer zane, now defmed by the Military Mission Uine (MML) astabliched In 2000, restricting oll and
natural gay drilling dnd exploration. Fhis mandated Milizary Mission Line (86 deg. 4L min | protects the military
Joint Gull Range Complex alluwing for realtime testing and 1raining prrparlrrg to detend our national security.

WHEREAS, drilling siructures and associated activities east af the MML would be incompatible with military
activities, negatively impact our military’s readiness, COMPromise our nation's military superiority, and threaten
our economic vitality.,

WHEREAS, the Jomnt Gulf Range Complex i 1aking 6n even greater importance and threats for our natlion’s security
as  result of sechnclogy sdvancéments  Testand Iraming ranges Take on even greater significances a8 newer
weapon systerms and aif craft beéooms mote saphiiticated and lenper-reaching, Current defensé ranges need to bé
sustained and gnhanced to miest the growing cemands of eur future military readiness

NDW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Waiton County Economic Development Alliance that;

Ihe Walton County Economiz Development Alliance supports the Joint Guit Range Complex and operaung arcas
thiereby sustaining the nation's mulitary superionty. The Walton County Econamic Development Alliance oppoles
any oll exploration, drifling or related activities sast of the Military Mdissian Line that would negatively impact the
alitary’s utization of the jint Gull Range Complex for required test and traiming.

The walton County Econemic Bevelopment Allmnce supports the cominued entorcament of the MML beyond the
2022 moratoritm in order to ensure our military readiness and training capabiiities are not compramised The
\Waitan County Ecanomic Development Alliance requists Legislators extend grotection of the Lastern Gull gf
M‘Lj:ic[) and the Milisary Mission Line beyond 2022 by amanaing Pubiic Law 103-432, entitied the Guif of Mexico
Energy Tecurity Acl of 2006 ta pormanently enact tThe maratonum

ADOPTED on the 2nd day of February 2017,

APPROVED BY: WITNESSED BY:
CL‘J(M\"MIA— C.Lmlf LT N—’.\é‘-ﬁ\"" Exf_._ﬁ-uét*'
Mame [ Tille MNaime § Titla

www.wcedafl.com



