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THE DEFENSE SUPPORT INITIATIVE
of Okaloosa, Santa Rosa and Walton Counties

March 1, 2010
Dear Sir or Madam:

TheDefense Support Initiative(DSI), sponsored by the Economic Development Council servicing
Okaloosa County, Florida is comprised of 25 community leaders representing the community-based
military and defense support organizations from Santa Rosa, Okaloosa and Walton Counties. These
three counties serve as home for NAS Whiting Field, Eglin AFB, Hurlburt Field, Duke Field and,
beginning in 2011, the US Army"Special Forces Group (Airborne). The DSI joined forces with
Escambia and Bay Counties in 2006 to form a separate five-cblamtlgwest Florida Defense
Coalition to support and enhance Northwest Florida’s military installations, missions and national
security strategies. This merger extended the support umbrella to include NAS Pensacola, Tyndall
AFB and Naval Support Activity Panama City.

The Gulf of Mexico and the Eglin Gulf Range Complex is, by any measure or standard, a national
test and training treasure and asset. As weapon systems and aircraft become more sophisticated and
long-reaching, this test and training range takes on even greater importance in the national security
of the United States. It is a unique feature possessing unique test and training capabilities and is
highly regarded by the Department of Defense and all the military services.

Many organizations in Northwest Florideve consistently fought to keep offshore or near-shore
drilling from the Eastern military mission line waters of the Gulf. The Military Mission Line defines

a testing and training range that is crucial to the operation of the military in Northwest Florida and

is a critical national asset. The military installations in Northwest Florida provide a yearly economic
impact of over $17.5 billion and with 220,000 direct and indirect jobs. The offshore drilling
proponents argue that only $2.2 billion may be generated from the awarding of offshore drilling
leases in state waters. As you can see, this proposition does not make fiscal sense; much less
military, tourism or environmental health sense.

Past federal policies are in place protecting a Military Mission Line running from Hurlburt Field

south into the Gulf, with oil and natural gas drilling restricted to the west of the line. This packet
provides _12resolutions and proclamations from the Northwest Florida region supporting these
protective policies and opposing activity in the Gulf of Mexico that would adversely affect the

military missions and economic health of the region. Thank you for your consideration.
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Bay Defense Alliance, Inc.
Resolution Against Offshore Drilling in the Gulf of Mexico
East of the Military Mission Line

Whereas the Bay Defense Alliance is a community organization dedicated to the
preservation and promotion of Bay County, Florida military installations and their missions
in an era of military downsizing; and

Whereas a Florida Defense Industry Economic Impact Analysis completed in January 2008
by the University of West Florida Haas Center for Business Research and Economic
Development determined Department of Defense spending in the State of Florida directly
and indirectly accounts for an estimated 732,300 jobs and over $57 billion in estimated
economic impact in 2007; and

Whereas the same Florida Defense Industry Economic Impact Analysis completed in
January 2008 by the University of West Florida Haas Center for Business Research and
Economic Development determined Department of Defense spending in Bay County
directly and indirectly accounts for an estimated 32,600 jobs and over $2.4 billion in
estimated economic impact in 2007; and

Whereas former Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld, in response to inquiries from the
Senate Armed Services Committee, stated that prior analysis and existing agreements with
the Department of the Interior recognize that areas east of the 86° 41’ line in the Gulf of
Mexico (commonly known as the “Military Mission Line”) are especially critical to the
Department of Defense due to the number of and diversity of military testing and training
activities conducted there now and those planned for the future; and in those areas east of
the Military Mission Line, drilling structures and associated development would be
incompatible with military activities such as missile flights, low flying aircraft, weapons
testing, and training;

Now, therefore be it resolved, that the Bay Defense Alliance strongly opposes the idea of
offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico east of the Military Mission Line, in that it will disrupt
the planning area established by the Department of the Interior’s Mineral Management
Services and the Department of Defense for use by the United States Armed Services for
military training and testing purposes.

BAY DEFENSE ALLIANCE
01"'\ ,‘-*L&

Tom Neubauer, President

September 5, 2008
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A RESOLUTION OF
THE CRESTVIEW AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
in opposition of any activity in the Gulf of Mexico, State or Federal waters that would
negatively impact local military missions, tourism or coastal environmental
health east of the Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce serves to represent the interests of
businesses in our area protecting and expanding the economic viability of our community; and

WHEREAS, the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce represents businesses of North
Okaloosa County Area with a large unincorporated area in proximity to Eglin Air Force Base,
Duke Field, Hurlburt Field, and the surrounding ranges which make up the largest military
installation in the world and recognized as a national security treasure; and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico and the Eglin Gulf Range Complex are considered national test
and training treasures, as well as tourism and environmental assets. As weapon systems and
aircraft become more sophisticated and long-reaching, this test and training range takes on even
greater importance in U.S. national security; it cannot be replicated anywhere in the United
States. Likewise, the health of the Florida coast is essential to the tourism industry; and

WHEREAS, the Crestview Area Chamber of Commerce understands and supports the drive for
U.S. energy independence and supports a broad, multifaceted approach that utilizes the most
current technologies and conservation measures without endangering our national security or
local economic drivers.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CRESTVIEW AREA CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS THAT WE:

OPPOSE ANY FEDERAL OR STATE PROPOSALS THAT WOULD ENCROACH
UPON THE GULF SHOULD THEY HAVE ANY POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACT ON
TEST AND TRAINING CAPABILITIES, TOURISM OR COASTAL ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH. THE CRESTVIEW AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS RESPECTFUL
OF PAST FEDERAL POLICIES THAT HAVE SUPPORTED A MILITARY MISSION
LINE RUNNING SOUTH INTO THE GULF, WITH OIL AND NATURAL GAS
DRILLING RESTRICTED TO THE WEST OF THIS LINE.

Adopted this 18" day of January, 2010

Bob Jones, PresidWérd
ATTEST:
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RESOLUTION

A resolution of the Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County,
Florida in opposition of any activity in the Gulf of Mexico, State or Federal
waters, that would negatively impact local military missions, tourism or coastal
environmental health.

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Council of Okaloosa County, serves as Okaloosa
County’s primary economic development and business advocacy organization committed to the continual
growth and diversification of its economy. The EDC’s primary objectives are 1) existing industry
diversification, retention and expansion, 2) development of a technically skilled and available workforce,
and 3) recruitment of targeted industries all supporting the continual development of quality of place.

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Council represents all of Okaloosa County and its nine
municipalities which are host communities for Eglin Air Force Base, Hurlburt Field and Duke Field
collectively housed on the largest military installation in the world and known as the Department of
Defense’s national security treasure.

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico and the Eglin Gulf Range Complex are considered national test
and training treasures, and tourism and environmental assets. As weapon systems and aircraft become
more sophisticated and long-reaching, this test and training range takes on even greater importance in
U.S. national security; it cannot be replicated anywhere is the United States. Likewise, the health of the
Florida coast is essential to the tourism industry, and the availability of sand renourishment from the
continental shelf.

WHEREAS, the EDC understands and supports the drive for U.S. energy independence and
supports a broad, multi-faceted approach that utilizes the most current technologies and conservation
measures without endangering our national security or local economic drivers.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the EDC opposes any federal or state proposals that
would encroach upon the Gulf should they have any negative impact on test and training capabilities,

tourism or coastal environmental health. The EDC is respectful of past federal policies that have
........ Ao NE b Al lnnime T laa crmmeien faman Tloalleowd TLald mmecidle Jade dlha LGP wedibh all awdd ccadesmal
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GREATER FORT WALTON BEACH
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

...helping businesses help themselves

A Resolution of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
Opposing Offshore Drilling in the Gulf of Mexico

Kathy Houchins
2008 Chair of the Board
Breakers on Okaloosa Island

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Alan Gieseman Chamber of Commerce, on behalf of the 1,500 members and 1,260
 White Wilson Medical Center | DUSIN@SSE@S, requests of our elected officials specific actions and public

Peggy Brockman statements to block further attempts to open the eastern Gulf of Mexico to

Immediate Past Chair offshore drilling.
Ideal Heatlth For You

Ohad Harition WI_-IEREAS, we oppose legislative attempts to enable oil drilling for the
O'Sullivan Greel following reasons:

Jackie Pilcher :

Vice Chalr - Community 1. Drilling will produce no oil for a decade or more and then in insufficient
Rosewood Realty quantities to impact supply/demand metrics that drive the cost of energy
David Braithwaite or impact domestic security.

Vice Chair - Government
Corspass Bank

Chris Sehman 2. Drilling in the eastern Gulf of Mexico will impair the military mission of
Vige Chair - Membership bases in the region or will at the very least encourage review of
Helen Back alternative basing of certain military functions.

Bill Bubel
gﬁlﬁtﬂl}fusmm 3. Alternative, sustainable and clean energy sources are the cure to the
Santa Rosa Mal , addiction to oil and the only environmentally healthy solution to issues
GingerWalker facing the region and nation.
Vice Chair - Special Events
Board of Directors: 4. Tourism and the beauty of our coastline must be protected and
Bobby Bess preserved.
James Breitenfeld
Lynn Dominigque
© Diana Duffey eh NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of

'?;?nkrma;:lfDaniel the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce asks our elected
JanPooley Congressmen, Senators, and the Governor of the State of Florida to take action
o B odriguez to block drilling in the Gulf of Mexico.
\I:oi(l Story
Sa Wilams Adopted on the 24" day of July, 2008 by the Board of Directors of the

Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce in Fort Walton Beach,

Okaloosa County, Florida.

M%

Kathy Hofichins i

2008 Chair of the Board Vice Chair — Government Divisicn

34 Miracle Strip Parkway, S.E. = P.0. Box 640 = Fort Walton Beach, FL 32349 + Office: 850-244-8191 # |

vwww. fwbchamber.org :
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Valparaiso

CHAMBER of COMMERCE

The Center of Business

RESOLUTION 2010-1

A RESOLUTION OF
THE NICEVILLE VALPARAISO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
in opposition of any activity in the Gulf of Mexico, State or Federal waters that would
negatively impact local military missions, tourism or coastal environmental
health east of the Military Mission Line.

WHEREAS, the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce serves to represent the interests of
businesses in our area protecting and expanding the economic viability of our community; and

WHEREAS, the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce represents businesses in two
municipalities along with a large unincorporated area in proximity to Eglin Air Force Base, Duke
Field, Hurlburt Field, and the surrounding ranges which make up the largest military installation
in the world and recognized as a national security treasure; and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico and the Eglin Gulf Range Complex are considered national test
and training treasures, as well as tourism and environmental assets. As weapon systems and
aircraft become more sophisticated and long-reaching, this test and training range takes on even
greater importance in U.S. national security; it cannot be replicated anywhere in the United
States. Likewise, the health of the Florida coast is essential to the tourism industry; and

WHEREAS, the Niceville Valparaiso Chamber of Commerce understands and supports the drive
for U.S. energy independence and supports a broad, multifaceted approach that utilizes the most
current technologies and conservation measures without endangering our national security or
local economic drivers.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NICEVILLE VALPARAISO
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS THAT WE:

OPPOSE ANY FEDERAL OR STATE PROPOSALS THAT WOULD ENCROACH UPON THE GULF
SHOULD THEY HAVE ANY POTENTIAL NEGATIVE IMPACT ON TEST AND TRAINING
CAPABILITIES, TOURISM OR COASTAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH. THE NICEVILLE
VALPARAISO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IS RESPECTFUL OF PAST FEDERAL POLICIES THAT
HAVE SUPPORTED A MILITARY MISSION LINE RUNNING SOUTH INTO THE GULF, WITH OIL
AND NATURAL GAS DRILLING RESTRICTED TO THE WEST OF THIS LINE.

Adopted this 27" day of January, 2010 (,jj/ 5

aAAA 4 “\)UADI;O\"

Philippe Mice}i ChalFman of the Board

ATTEST:

sl

Trici# Brunsdn
President & CEO
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A Resolution Opposing Offshore Mineral Exploration

WHEREAS, the test and training ranges of the eastern Gulf of Mexico are a unique and
irreplaceable national security asset providing critical airspace for high priority missions for joint
Department of Defense military installations and units located in Northwest Florida; and

WHEREAS, critical live-fire test and training opportunities take place in the eastern
Gulf of Mexico that are incompatible with current mineral exploration and extraction processes

and techniques; and

WHEREAS, waters along the Northwest Florida shoreline contain significant marine
ecosystems that support both tourism and the fishing industries and are responsible for billions of
dollars a year in local and state revenue while providing both an environmental and aesthetic
value; and

WHEREAS, the emerald green waters and pristine white beaches are the main
attractions for visitors coming to Okaloosa County; and

WHEREAS, tourism, hospitality and the defense industry are the largest employers in
Okaloosa County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners of
Okaloosa County, Florida is opposed to offshore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico east of the
Military Mission Line. '

DULY PASSED AND ADOPTED this 20" day of October, 2009.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORID#%:

7N\
ATTEST: w QD[‘*‘{Q

BILL ROBERTS, CHAIRMAN

Lun ) Sppd
ON W/ HOWARD”

T CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT
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Mission Statement
To support and maintain the local military installations and their positive economic
contributions to the tri-county area while maintaining and nurturing the relationships with
the civilian communities that house them.

www.florida-edc.org/defense.htm
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