






Report to Congress 

Preserving Military Readiness in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico 

1. Introduction

This report replies to House Report 115-200, page I 03, accompanying H.R. 2810, the 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018, requesting the Secretary of Defense to 

deliver a report to the House Committee on Armed Services and House Committee on Natural 

Resources addressing: (I) the scope of military test and training events conducted east of the 

Military Mission Line (MML) in the Gulf of Mexico (GO MEX); (2) comparable testing and 

training areas within the United States and its territories that can replicate the capabilities of the 

ranges and operating areas east of the MML in the GOMEX; (3) comparable testing and training 

areas outside the United States that are available for U.S. military testing and training activities 

and can replicate the capabilities of the ranges and operating areas east of the MML in the 

GOMEX; (4) the number of test events, exercises, and military operations conducted annually in 

the ranges and operating areas east of the MML in the GOMEX from 2006 to the time of the 

report; and (5) the extent to which the Services are unable to meet training and test requirements 

necessary to support operational plans should the moratorium on oil and gas leasing, pre-leasing, 

or any related activity east of the MML in the GOMEX not be extended. 

The eastern Gulf of Mexico (EGO MEX) is an irreplaceable national asset used by the 

Department of Defense (DoD) to develop and maintain the readiness of our combat forces and is 

critical to achieving the objectives contained in the 2018 National Defense Strategy. The unique 

capabilities present in the region have been developed over decades through the investment of 

billions of taxpayer dollars and countless hours of effort by federal, state, and private 

organizations and local citizens. No other area in the world provides the U.S. military with ready 

access to a highly instrumented, network-connected, surrogate environment for military 

operations in the Northern Arabian Gulf and Indo-Pacific Theater. If oil and gas development 

were to extend east over the MML, without sufficient surface limiting stipulations and/or oil and 

gas activity restrictions mutually agreed by the DoD and Department of Interior (Doi), military 

flexibility in the region would be lost and test activities severely affected. 

This report considered the DoD common understanding of oil and gas technologies and 

existing stipulations at the time of drafting. Additional information and understanding of 

potential oil and gas activities is being gained through DoD and Doi interdepartmental working 

group activities being held in support of the Bureau of Ocean and Energy Management (BOEM) 

2019-2024 Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Oil and Gas Lease Sale Plan. These discussion are 

being held to assist DoD with an updated assessment. 

This report answers the five questions Congress asked the Department to address. 
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